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Undertaking the Journey
Experiencing Place

The Millennium Seedbank Project
Wakehurst Place, West Sussex

Client: Royal Botanic Gardens Kew

Paul Williams

— The role of design in supporting
innovation in teaching and learning

— Building as a catalyst for change

— Global participation
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Ambition & Vision

— Working with botanists from all 
over the world

— Sample collecting / identifying /
cleaning / storing seeds

— Storage of over 10% of all seed
bearing plants in the world by 2010

— Storage of over 25% of all seed
bearing plants in the world by 2025
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“one of the very best of the millennium projects —
architecturally, morally, intellectually, naturally.”

Jonathan Glancey , The Guardian

Awards

2000 Civic Trust Award
2001 RIBA Award
2001 Design Sense Sustainability Award
2001 Concrete Society Award
2001 West Sussex Heritage Millennium Award
2001 Finalist Royal Fine Arts Trust Building of the Year Award

Spirit of Possibility
and Opportunity

Spinal Cord
Engagement

Theatre of Activity

The ‘Captured Image 
and Sound’

2D/4D Workshops

Sound/Film
Leading to Performance

The Worked Material

3D Workshops

Shaping & Making
Wood/Metal
Clay/Plastics

Textiles
Food

Studios

Western Studio Building Internal Street Eastern Studio Building Eastern Transit Shed

Goods
In / Out

Air Born Sound Building Fabric Born SoundStudents

Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design,
King’s Cross, London


