


1904: the classroom of the future



2005: the classroom of today



Development of the LE campaign 
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Teaching culture Learning culture

Incremental development
accepting of status quo

Challenging/ questioning
radical improvement



Kit for purpose:



Alder Grange: concentration 



St Margaret’s: learning styles



From teacher to learning facilitator



Maximising effectiveness within 
the existing (ie teaching, 
hierarchical) context partly using a 
user led design process

Schools Renaissance:

systems & 
Processes
(traditional)

Products &
Services

(traditional)

Communication
(traditional)

Environment
(learning)

St Margaret’s

Teaching Learning
Naïve Informed
Passive Active



Informing and supporting the 
move from a teaching to a 
learning culture, with schools built 
and run in response to the needs 
of their users and ALL aspects of 
the infrastructure helping to 
improve effectiveness

Exemplar Learning Environments:

systems & 
Processes
(learning)

products
& services
(learning)

communication
(learning)

environment
(learning)

St Margaret’s

Teaching Learning
Naïve Informed
Passive Active



Children going straight for the chips…

Without us, canteens will be places where people 
go to eat



A school café, stocked with healthy local produce, 
and run as an integral part of the learning curriculum…

Exemplar Learning Environments provides a 
radical step forward by thinking holistically



Scoping Exemplar Learning Environments

Visioning

Change 
management

Co-design

April 2005 March 2007



User visioning

• I like big windows

• Infra-red water

• The rooms are too dark

• Bags clutter up the 
classroom

• Lockers in their own room

• Larger screens so people pay attention

• We want high-tech toilets like in Docklands
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Change management: 



Access, mind, body, change



Children going straight for the chips…

Without us, canteens will be places where people 
go to eat



A school café, stocked with healthy local produce, 
and run as an integral part of the learning curriculum…

Exemplar Learning Environments provides a 
radical step forward by thinking holistically



Learning, sharing and moving?



2005: Kingsdale

1957





Presentation by Sean McDougall, Campaign Manager, Learning Environments: 
seanm@designcouncil.org.uk

020 7420 5232

Due to their nature and content, no images in this presentation may be 
reproduced without first obtaining written permission from the Design Council.
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