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Royal Institute of British Architects launches 

new Gulf Chapter 

At a reception at the British Embassy in Abu Dhabi last night (21 October 2009), the 

Royal Institute of British Architects launched the new Gulf Chapter, which will 

provide local support for architecture, architects and co-professionals in the region. 

 

With no other local architectural Institute existing in the region, the Gulf Chapter will 

lead the representation of locally-based architects and professionals, and engage them 

through education, Continuing Professional Development (CPD), networking 

opportunities, lectures and other activities.  The Chapter is open to all members in the 

region, as well as professionals working across Saudi Arabia, the UAE and other 

Persian Gulf states.  

Gulf Chapter Ambassador Simon Crispe, Regional Commercial Director at Atkins, 

will lead on Chapter development, together with a steering group which includes 

private consultants, clients and educators, enabling local membership to benefit from 

a wide source of local expertise.  

Ruth Reed, President of the Royal Institute of British Architects, said:  

“The launch of our Gulf Chapter highlights the significance of our members’ presence 

in the Gulf states, and will enable us to provide further local support. The Chapter will 

also be working to engage further with the diversity of non-member architects 

working in the region and to promote best practice in architectural education by 

working closely with local universities.  The Institute stands to promote design 

excellence in architecture in the UK and abroad and we are delighted that the Gulf 

Chapter will help us to take key messages such as the value of good design and 

environmental sustainability to such an important region.” 

- ends - 

 

Notes to editors 

1. For further information please contact Mina Vadon in the Royal Institute of 

British Architects Press Office on +44(0)20 7307 3761 or email 

mina.vadon@inst.riba.org  

2. The International Chapters form part of the Institute's work to provide 

greater support for its members living and working around the world, which 



 

 

 

currently stand at just over four thousand three hundred. The chapters will 

also provide an opportunity to foster links with international clients and 

partnerships between UK-based and local architects Chapters in different 

locations will vary widely in everything from geography to distribution of 

members to the operation of the industry.  The aim is to retain maximum 

flexibility in order to establish a variety of chapters appropriate to local 

circumstances and prospective partners.  But all are encouraged to engage 

with local issues and to collaborate with the national institutes and 

universities.  

3. For further information about the Royal Institute of British Architects 

International work, please visit: 

http://www.architecture.com/RegionsAndInternational/RIBAInternational/

RIBAInternational.aspx    

 


