Architecture is a vote
winner. It has a real
impact on political issues.

Good design results in good
quality buildings. Buildings that
last, buildings that are loved and
buildings that are environmentally
and economically sustainable.

Creating a better built environment is central

to the vision of the RIBA. Architects and the
construction sector help drive Britain’s economy
and the 3 million people who work within it will
help shape the places in which we live, learn,
work and play.

Buildings matter.

The RIBA believes: P forie el e
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Well-designed buildings that are adaptable, use resources
efficiently and deliver value over their whole life are the only ones
that are truly sustainable and the only ones we should be building.

To reduce the UK’s carbon emissions significantly we have to get
serious about improving existing buildings.

42 million tonnes of carbon are produced from our homes in
the UK every year contributing 28% of total UK emissions.’
This needs to be reduced substantially and the task is huge.
To meet 2050 carbon targets we will need to retrofit 11,000
homes per week every week for the next 40 years.

The RIBA estimates that to retrofit 4 million homes to use the
same amount of energy as current new build homes it would
cost £15,000 per home. This would cost England £15 billion per
year or about £45 million per English Local Authority per year.

In all, 4 million tonnes of CO2 would be saved per year.
Reducing emissions from homes in the UK by 10% or 2.8%
of total UK emissions every year.2

To help people reduce the amount of carbon they use they need to
understand how much they are using. We can put the home owner in control
by introducing meters into homes and publishing the amount

of carbon used on all energy bills. Together with support on how to

reduce energy consumption this will really make a difference.
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Well designed schools help children learn better and good
hospitals and doctors’ surgeries reduce sickness, giving the
taxpayer long term value.

Too many newly built schools and hospitals are badly designed and will
not be suitable for future learning or healthcare. This is both financially
and environmentally unsustainable.

Great public buildings are produced when the client can
discuss with designers what they want first. We know from
evidence in other countries,® that by spending more time and
money up-front working out what is actually needed we can
save upwards of £1 million per school and reduce the time for
procurement by 6 months.

There should be minimum design standards for all publicly
procured buildings. No funding should be allocated unless
each scheme meets the criteria and we get the best value
from public expenditure.

People who live in well-designed and attractive homes are more satisfied,
healthier and more likely to feel pride in their area. Their homes last longer
and are cheaper to heat and light. Yet new homes in the UK are often poorly
designed and are amongst the smallest in Europe.*

Homes funded by government must meet minimum space standards, design
quality indicators, and achieve Level 3 of the Code for Sustainable Homes.
Yet private sector housing does not. We want to see similar minimum space,
design and environmental standards apply to all new homes, whether

they be privately or publicly funded.
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We want to see:

Support for Local Authorities to
encourage good design.

@ Establish local Design Review Panels to raise standards
and support design through peer review

@ Seek better advice on issues of design, both through
greater use of Procurement Support Agencies and
Design Review Panel members

@ Encourage new ways of working — Councils should
consider shared planning services, or outsourcing
planning application processing




