COMPETITION CONDITIONS

Competition Promoter
The Promoter of the Avenue Campus Competition is the University of Northampton.  The selection process will follow the format of a two-stage Open Design Competition, in which, following an assessment of anonymous Stage 1 design concepts, up to 5 teams will be invited to develop their design proposals. 
Eligibility & intention to build
A Notice relating to the Competition has been submitted to the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU).  The selection process is open to architect-led design teams - architects should be registered with the Architects Registration Board (ARB), or an equivalent EU regulatory authority.   At Stage 2 teams should consider including the services of a landscape architect, transport planner, quantity surveyor, environmental engineer and M&E consultant amongst their members.
Employees of the University of Northampton, members of the Jury Panel, or anybody else directly associated with them or the Competition shall not be eligible to compete, nor permitted in any way to assist or advise a competitor in preparing a submission for the Competition.

It is the intention that the winning team will be initially commissioned to develop their design proposal.  Progression of the project will, however, be subject to successful planning and funding applications.

Where necessary, the Promoters reserve the right to supplement the expertise of the winning designer/team to ensure deliverability of the project. 

In the event that no scheme meets the requirements set out in this Competition Brief, the Promoters reserve the right not to proceed beyond the competition stage.
Registration fee and registration deadline

You may only submit a design entry if you have officially registered for the Avenue Campus Competition.  The £40.00 registration fee (inclusive of VAT) is non-refundable.  Cheques should be made payable to ‘RIBA’ or please contact the Competitions Office for alternative payment options.  On registration, teams will be issued with an official Declaration Form, together with supporting information available to download from an ftp site.  A limited number of surveys are also being sourced but will not be available to download from the ftp site until Friday 14 November.
In order to allow sufficient time for Competitors to receive the supporting information, please note that registrations will close on 10 December 2008.  

Timetable

 The timetable for the competition (subject to change) is as follows:

	ACTIVITY


	DATE

	Placement of OJEU Notice & Competition launch


	Monday 27 October 2008

	Deadline for competitors to raise questions about Brief

	14 November 2008

	Circulation of Memorandum in response to questions

	21 November 2008

	Time limit for requests to participate (registration deadline)
	10 December 2008



	Stage 1 submission deadline


	17 December 2008

	Jury Panel meets to select shortlist


	8 January 2008


	Notification to short-listed teams


	w/c 12 January 2009

	Stage 2 Design Brief to be issued to short-listed teams

	19 January 2009

	Briefing Day for Stage 2 short-listed teams


	22 January 2009

	Stage 2 submission deadline


	Wed 25 February 2009

	Presentation of design proposals to Jury Panel


	Thurs 12 March 2009

	Short-listed teams notified of result


	13 March 2009

	Public announcement of result
	27 March 2009



Site visit

An organised site visit will not be carried out at Stage 1.  Competitors are free to visit the site if they wish but should not solicit staff members or students for information.

Questions

Questions relating to the Competition Brief should be submitted by email to the RIBA Competitions Office to arrive by close of business on Friday 14 November 2008.  A Memorandum in response to questions raised will be circulated to all registered Competitors on Friday 21 November 2008. 

Stage 1 submission requirement

· Competitors should submit their design on up to two lightweight A1 foam boards.  Submissions should include sufficient information to outline the design, approach and thinking.  Drawings should be at sufficient scale to allow Jury Panel members to appreciate the components of the planning and design approach.  Diagrams should be included where these help to explain the approach.
· Boards should be accompanied by a written report of not more than 4 A4 pages outlining their approach and design thinking.

· A statement (a single side of A4) outlining the financial viability of the design proposals.

· A digital copy (PDF format) of the A1 design boards, A4 report and financial statement should be submitted on an accompanying CD-ROM.  The CD-ROM should also contain three images which the team feels best represents their scheme, for potential use in the printed and/or electronic media.  A high (300dpi) and low resolution (72dpi) version of each image should be submitted in JPEG format. 
· The submission should also be accompanied by the completed Declaration Form (see Anonymity) issued at the time of registration. 

Jury Panel

The Jury Panel is expected to comprise:

	NAME
	AFFILIATION

	Mrs E May
	University of Northampton 
(Governor)

	Mrs D Harry

	University of Northampton
(Director of Finance)

	Mr J Hoskinson

	University of Northampton
(Pro Vice Chancellors Representative)

	Mrs J Bunce
	University of Northampton
(Registrar)

	Mr D Jones

	University of Northampton
(Acting Dean of Arts)

	Mr J Sinclair

	University of Northampton
(Acting Dean of Applied Science)

	Mrs G Winder
	University of Northampton
(Director of Estates)

	Mr G Smart

	Commission for Architecture & the Built Environment
(CABE Adviser)

	Mr R Hawkins 
	Hawkins\Brown
(RIBA Architect Adviser)

	Mr K Scobell

	Building Research Establishment
(BRE Adviser, Energy Strategy)

	Mrs J Wallis*

	RIBA Competitions Office
(Competitions Officer)


* Joanne Wallis will attend the Jury Panel meetings to document the process and to answer procedural matters.
Assessment Criteria at Stage 1

When reviewing the anonymous Stage 1 design submissions, the Jury Panel will be looking for:

· Response to the requirements of the Competition Brief.
· Architectural merit, impact and quality.
· Sustainability (energy strategy, accessibility etc).
· Flexibility - ability of design proposals to adapt/provide options for future change. 
· Innovation, delivery of the vision and communication of ideas.

Anonymity

Stage 1 design submissions must be submitted without any name, motif or distinguishing marks of any kind.
The design submission should be accompanied by a completed Declaration Form and placed in a sealed envelope clearly marked ‘Official Envelope’.  On receipt, the RIBA Competitions Office will place a number on each team’s design material and a corresponding number on their Official Envelope.  The Official Envelopes will only be opened once the finalists have been selected.
By signing the Declaration Form, Competitors acknowledge authorship of their proposal, agree to abide by the decision of the Jury Panel and permit free publication and exhibition of their designs in relation to the Competition.  All competitors will need to satisfy the Competition Promoters that the proposals submitted are original pieces of work and that they are the bona fide author of the design they submitted.
Stage 2

Anonymity will be lifted at Stage 2 of the Competition.  Up to 5 finalists will be invited to develop their design concepts and explore the financial viability of their proposals at a final interview.

Short-listed teams will be given feedback on their Stage 1 submissions and issued with a more detailed Brief to develop their design proposals.  Each finalist will receive an honorarium payment of £6,000 (+VAT) towards the cost of developing their design proposal (up to 2x additional A1 boards, a short design report and cost breakdown).  

Teams will be invited to present their revised design proposals to the Jury Panel at a final interview.  It is anticipated that these interviews will be held in March 2009.  In addition to the Stage 1 assessment criteria, the Panel will also consider each designer’s:

· Response to feedback from Stage 1 assessment 
· a more detailed response to issues in the stage 2 brief

· cost plan
· the ability to work in partnership with the client team
· sustainability strategy

· transport strategy

Submission method

Stage 1 submissions should be contained in a single package and are to be sent, carriage paid to:

University of Northampton (Avenue Campus) Competition

c/o RIBA Competitions Office

6 Melbourne Street

Leeds

LS2 7PS
UK

· Overseas Competitors should note that for Customs purposes no commercial value should be assigned to the design submission.  If a commercial value is given this may result in your submission being delayed and/or returned to you unopened, as the RIBA will not be liable for any Customs charges otherwise incurred.

· The Stage 1 submissions should arrive no later than 2.00pm on Wednesday 17 December 2008.  Late submissions will not be accepted and it will not be possible to submit entries via e-mail.  UK Competitors should note that First Class post does not necessarily guarantee next-day delivery and should plan their submission schedule accordingly.

· Competitors requiring proof of delivery should enclose in their submission package a stamped, sealed envelope bearing the name and address of a person other than the competition entrant nominated as a Third Party to receive the proof of delivery.  This will be posted upon receipt of the submission.  Please refer to Anonymity section above.

· Competitors are advised to retain copies of all design material submitted.  Whilst the Promoters and the RIBA Competitions Office will exercise all reasonable care, they will not be liable for loss or damage to drawings that may occur either in transit, during exhibition, storage or packing.  

Disqualification

Any design shall be excluded from the competition:

· If received after the latest time stated under the Submission Method;

· If, in the opinion of the assessors, it does not fulfil the requirements of the Brief;

· If a competitor shall disclose his or her identity, or improperly attempt to influence the decision;

· If any of the requirements of the Competition Brief and Conditions are disregarded.

Copyright

The ownership of Copyright will be in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  The Promoter reserves the right to exhibit or publish all entries without cost and may choose to retain all entries.

Announcement of Award

The competition results will be published after notification has been given to all participating competitors.  The Promoter and the RIBA reserve the right to publicise the competition, any design submission and the result in any way or medium they consider fit.

Enquiries

All enquiries regarding the Avenue Campus Competition should be made to the RIBA Competitions Office:

RIBA Competitions Office

6  Melbourne Street,

Leeds

LS2 7PS
UK

Tel           +44(0)113-234-1335

Fax          +44(0)113-246-0744

Email        riba.competitions@inst.riba.org 

Web         www.architecture.com/competitions

The client and their associates (including council employees) should not be solicited for information as this may lead to disqualification from the Competition.
