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IS YOUR SUSTAINABLE VISION WORTH TWO MILLION US DOLLARS?
The RIBA is pleased to lend its support to the prestigious Holcim Awards for Sustainable Construction.  This worldwide competition is now in its third cycle and offers a prize fund of $2 million for the winning professionals and students, and seeks innovative, future-orientated and tangible sustainable projects from around the globe.  The UK launch ceremony organised by Aggregate Industries, a member of the Holcim Group, was held last month, hosted by His Excellency The Ambassador of Switzerland at the Swiss Embassy in London.   
Designed to promote the creation of innovative construction solutions that champion sustainability, the awards recognise ground-breaking projects with immediate application as well as ‘blue sky’ concepts, irrespective of scale. 
The competition is open to anyone involved in a sustainable construction project, whether architect, planner, engineer, student in a respective field or project owner. The Holcim Awards are the initiative of the Swiss-based Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction, a Holcim Ltd supported organisation, which aims to encourage and inspire a built environment that goes beyond convention to address the issues of sustainability.  
Over 150 professionals attended last month’s launch event organised by Aggregate Industries, joining Chairman Bill Bolsover and Chief Executive Alain Bourguignon as well as Edward Schwarz, General Manager of the Holcim Foundation and Paul King Chief Executive of the UKGBC. 
Bill Bolsover, Chairman of Aggregate Industries said: “Sustainable construction is fast becoming the lifeblood of our industry. From a UK perspective, projects such as the 2012 Olympic Park are leading the way in setting new benchmarks for the future. 

“The principles of the Holcim Foundation and this awards scheme, whereby significant rewards and profile are given to sustainability leaders of the future are crucial. With true global appeal, proven by 5,000 entries from projects and concepts in 121 different countries for the last cycle of the competition, the Holcim Awards have substantial gravitas and create a global platform for driving sustainability.”

Submissions for the Holcim Awards are judged by independent juries hosted by a number of leading technical Universities from across the globe including MIT. The two categories for entry are:

1) Projects at an advanced stage of design with a high probability of execution (for practicing professionals)
2) Project visions at a conceptual level with a low probability of execution (for active students only)
Regional and global awards will be presented with a total prize fund of $US2 million. The closing date for entries is the 23rd March 2011. Only projects commencing on site after 1st July 2010 are permitted for entry. 
For full details and entry forms, terms and conditions, please visit 
www.holcimawards.org
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Aggregate Industries quarries, manufactures and supplies a wide range of materials to the construction industry. Through continued innovation and investment it has been certified The Responsible Source offering a diverse portfolio of sustainable solutions to complement its traditional product offering. Operating across the UK, Channel Islands and northern Europe, Aggregate Industries is a member of the Holcim Group.

The Holcim Awards is a series of international competitions for future-oriented and tangible sustainable construction projects and provides prize money of USD 2 million per three-year competition cycle. The Holcim Awards recognize any contribution to sustainable construction – irrespective of scale – in architecture, landscape and urban design, civil and mechanical engineering and related disciplines. The competition seeks projects and concepts that demonstrate an ability to stretch conventional notions about sustainable building and also balance environmental, social and economic performance – while also exemplifying architectural excellence and a high degree of transferability: www.holcimawards.org
The Holcim Awards competition is conducted in partnership with some of the world’s leading technical universities. The Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich) leads the global Technical Competence Center (TCC) of the Holcim Foundation. Other partner universities which host the independent competition juries are: the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, USA; the Universidad Iberoamericana (UIA) in Mexico City, Mexico; l’École Supérieure d’Architecture de Casablanca (EAC) in Morocco and Tongji University in Shanghai, China. The Universidade de São Paulo (USP), Brazil and the University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) in Johannesburg, South Africa, are associated universities of the Holcim Foundation. 

The Holcim Foundation is supported by Holcim Ltd but is independent of its commercial interests. Holcim Ltd is one of the world’s leading suppliers of cement and aggregates (crushed stone, sand and gravel) as well as downstream activities such as ready-mix concrete and asphalt, including services. The Holcim Group holds majority and minority interests in around 70 countries on all continents.

For more information on the Holcim Foundation Awards please contact Ian Cox at Aggregate Industries on ian.cox@aggregate.com 
