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RIBA Bookshops is the market leading supplier of books 

and guidance to the architecture, design and construction 

industries. We also stock an extensive range of publications 

for a wider audience of people, interested in embarking on 

homebuilding or interior design projects.  

If you are building your own home or making interior design improvements and require practical advice, guidance and 

ideas, you’ll find all the help you’ll need on the following pages. 

Read about home-building experiences from people who have successfully completed their dream houses, gain ideas 

for your own projects and find helpful advice on working with consultants and builders. You may be looking for the latest 

interior design and garden trends and our books will give you ideas and inspiration.

A greater selection of titles can be found on our award-winning website www.ribabookshops.com and all UK online 

orders over £50.00 will be sent post free. Alternatively, visit our shops:

in this issue...welcome.

London Manchester
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66 Portland Place 113-115 Portland Street

London Manchester
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Sarah Beeny’s Price the Job

Sarah Beeny

Property developer, building expert and television presenter Sarah 

Beeny is here to help. Covering a breakdown of what is involved and 

the price to expect (materials, parts and labour), home maintenance 

and any building task imaginable, you need never feel that sense of 

panic, insecurity and desperation when faced with a quote again.

All the ins and outs of various trades are covered, from plumbers to 

joiners, to architects and pest control. The book is also endorsed by 

the Federation of Master Builders.
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Collins & Brown

April 2006   57799   160 pages   Paperback   £9.99

Getting the Builders In 2nd edition

Leonard Sales  

Undertaking a building or renovation project can be daunting but with 

the help of this book you will be in control at all times, confident in 

your decision making and sure of getting the job done on time to a 

high standard. It includes proven and simple-to-use management 

techniques suiting projects ranging from £1000 to £1,000,000. This is 

a new improved second edition of a popular and successful title, of 

value to both the homebuilder and professional.

How To Books  

January 2006   57040   150 pages   Paperback   £9.99
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Loft Conversions

John Coutts

Domestic loft conversions have gained enormously in popularity as a 

way of providing more space without the substantial cost of moving 

house. One third of all new build houses have lofts that can be used 

for habitation. This book provides a technical manual for construction 

practitioners, as well as the self-build market on the technical, design 

and regulatory aspects of loft conversions for dwellings. For ease 

of use, the contents of the book are arranged to follow a typical 

construction sequence.

Blackwell Publishing

July 2006   58102   288 pages   Paperback   £34.99

Available July 2006

Diary of an Eco-Builder

Will Anderson    

Will Anderson’s monthly features in The Independent have an 

enthusiastic following: readers are following his progress from finding a plot, 

getting planning permission and building himself a stunning contemporary 

eco-home, which mirrors the fine-tuned ecology of a tree. Drawing on 

his columns in The Independent, Will has created a diary that will be 

invaluable to anyone contemplating building their own eco-house.

Diary of an Eco-Builder focuses specifically on environmental issues 

through the story of his attempt to realise an inspiring and challenging 

vision. Honest, amusing and unexpected, it highlights all the key issues 

which arise when you build an eco-house. It records the process of the 

nitty-gritty of self build and provides contacts and references for more 

information. 

Green Books    

May 2006   57800   256 pages   Paperback   £14.95

Designing Your Natural Home

David Pearson  

One of the pioneers of incorporating the green movement into home 

design, David Pearson now offers a complete guide for creating an eco-

home. Informative, clear, with factual advice, tips, and beautiful colour 

photos, Designing Your Natural Home takes readers through each 

step of the process, from defining the scope of the project to choosing 

materials and building methods to decorating the new abode. 

Readers will learn how to make the most of small spaces, find a builder, 

draw up plans, purchase low energy appliances and much more. 

Collins Design  

December 2005   55043   159 pages   Paperback   £19.00

The Handmade House 

A Love Story Set in Concrete

Geraldine Bedell  

The true and very funny story of how journalist Geraldine Bedell and 

her husband, with no savings and no knowledge of architecture, 

nearly make themselves bankrupt in an attempt to build their dream 

home. Far more than that, it’s about the ultimate fantasy: creating your 

own made to measure living space. The Handmade House tells 

the story, alternately comical and horrifying, of one family’s ambitious 

and inept attempt to build the perfect home.

Penguin    

May 2006   57810   256 pages   Paperback   £8.99

Now In Paperback

Building Your Own Home 18th edition

David Snell

Building Your Own Home has now been fully updated and expanded 

by David Snell, acknowledged expert and guru in the field of self build. 

Packed with authoritative advice, charts, diagrams and photographs, this 

fully illustrated bible contains everything you need to know, from finding 

and buying a plot of land to explaining planning and building regulations, 

financing the project, buying materials and choosing the design. In 

addition, it also gives an insight into the costs and problems encountered 

by recent self builders in a varied collection of new case histories.

Ebury

March 2006   55921   464 pages   Paperback   £25.00

 

Self Build Design and Build Your Own Home

Julian Owen MBE     

Julian Owen, an experienced self build architect, will inspire you to 

turn your dream into reality. Aimed at people renovating their homes 

as well as those building from scratch, it provides practical, step-by-

step advice and guidance, and concentrates on how a good design 

can unlock the living solution that suits your particular needs.

RIBA Publishing    

September 2004   36159   163 pages   Paperback   £19.95

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 7222

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 72222 3



The Architecture of Happiness

Alain de Botton

Taking us on a journey through Eastern and Western aesthetics, de 

Botton considers such questions as: ‘why do people disagree about 

taste?’ and, ‘can beautiful surroundings make us good?’

Rooted in the idea that architecture and interior design have the power 

to influence how we feel and that we are, for better and for worse, 

different people in different buildings, The Architecture of Happiness 

suggests how we might learn to build better, more attractive dwellings, 

in which we would stand a higher chance of happiness.
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Hamish Hamilton

April 2006   57807   288 pages   Hardback   £16.99

RIBA Directory of Practices 2006

Fully updated, this 2006 edition lists all the RIBA Registered Practices 

and includes advice on the selection of an architect as well as a 

geographical index of practices.

Excel Publishing  

March 2006   57832   300 pages   Paperback   £50.00
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Best of British Homes 2005

John Coutts

Presented in partnership with the NHBC, this is a comprehensive 

book of outstanding architecture from The Civic Trust Awards, The 

Evening Standard New Homes Awards, The Housing Design Awards, 

The Manser Medal in association with The Best of British Homes, 

What House?, The National Homebuilder Design Awards and the 

CABE Building for Life Award. It is unique within the house building 

industry and showcases exemplars of best design practice.

Emap Construct  

October 2005   39250   112 pages   Paperback    £15.00

Best of British Homes 

Complete Set 2003-2005

Catch up with 3 years of innovative house design from around the UK 

with this essential survey of over 100 new house building projects.

Order a copy of the Best of British Homes 2005 edition or 

the Best of British Homes Complete Set and receive a 

copy of the National Homebuilder Design Awards 2005: 
Judges report free. While stocks last.

Emap Construct      

October 2005   55516   3 volume set   Hardback   £25.00

A Client’s Guide to Engaging an Architect

This guide provides an introduction to the services that an architect 

can provide. It also outlines the requirements for the client architect 

agreement and to the various factors affecting the architect’s fee.

RIBA Publishing    

May 2004   35874   8 pages   Paperback   £6.50

Building Regulations in Brief 3rd Edition 

Ray Tricker     

This easy-to-understand pocket book takes away the mystique of 

the Building Regulations and provides an in-brief guide to meeting 

its requirements, providing simple and practical information on 

how the regulations can be easily and cost effectively adhered to. 

The UK regulations are explained: their history, current status, 

requirements, associated documentation and how local authorities 

and councils view its importance. This new edition includes the latest 

revisions to Part P, Part A, Part C and Part E published in 2004 and 

2005 as well as highlights from the consultation documents for Part L 

and Part F.

Elsevier   

July 2005   04228   560 pages    Paperback   £19.99

Law for Home Improvers and Self-Builders

Guy Elyahou

While many home improvement books focus on how to design a new 

home, or the role of builders and architects in the self-build process, very 

few books concentrate on the laws concerning a new home build or 

alterations.

Written by a specialist in construction law, it is a comprehensive, user-

friendly guide to the various laws which can affect the building process at 

every stage - from constructing a house from scratch to minor alterations 

on an existing property.

New Holland

June 2004   35745   176 pages   Paperback   £7.99

 

Domestic Project Pack

The RIBA Domestic Project Pack is a form of agreement which has been 

specifically designed to be used between the architect and the client 

where the commission is for work to the client’s home; be it an alteration, 

small or large extension, or a new build. It provides guidance for both the 

architect and the client, defining the responsibilities of both parties and 

also serves as a formal agreement between the architect and the client. 

RIBA Publishing  

February 2006   56681   £11.16 incl. VAT

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 7222

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 72224 5



Building Contract for a Home Owner/

Occupier who has appointed a consultant to 

oversee the work (HOB)

This agreement is for use between the home owner/occupier and 

the consultant (e.g. architect, engineer or surveyor) who is to provide 

services. It covers a range of services that the consultant can provide, 

such as producing designs and detailed specifications for the work, 

applying for planning permission and building regulations approval 

and inspecting the building work while it is being done.
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Sweet and Maxwell 

May 2005   39683   Paperback   £18.95 incl. VAT

Building Contract for a Home Owner/

Occupier who has not appointed a consultant 

to oversee the work (HOB)

This is a consumer contract for use by a residential occupier, drafted in 

clear simple language to comply with The Unfair Terms in Consumer 

Contracts Regulations 1999. This contract provides for adjudication in the 

event of a dispute between the home owner/occupier and the contractor.

Sweet and Maxwell 

May 2005   39682   Paperback   £13.95 incl. VAT 
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Agreement for Minor Works 98 including 

amendments 1-5

This form is suitable for contracts up to the value of £100,000 where 

the proposed works are to be carried out for an agreed lump sum 

and where an Architect or Contract administrator has been appointed. 

It should only be used where the work is simple in character.

RIBA Enterprises

September 2003   34103  24 pages   Paperback   £17.04 incl. VAT 

The RIBA/BIDA Form of Appointment for 

Interior Design 

The form has been developed jointly by the Royal Institute of British 

Architects and the British Interior Design Association. Until now interior 

designers and architects providing interior design services have had 

to prepare bespoke forms of appointment on a job-by-job basis. The 

form, which is based on the RIBA form, Conditions of Engagement for 

the appointment of an Architect (CE/99), has been specifically written to 

meet the needs and requirements of professionals undertaking interior 

design projects and covers a comprehensive range of services. 

RIBA Publishing      

June 2005   03594   24 pages   Paperback   £14.69 incl. VAT

The Interior Design Course Principles, Practices 

and Techniques for the Aspiring Designer

Tomris Tangaz  

Covering every possible aspect of interior design, this intensive course 

explains basic principles through tutorials, projects and case studies. It 

is brimming with practical advice and tips, from dreaming up the initial 

idea to adding the finishing touches. Each chapter offers a series of 

projects that allow you to practice your skills as you go along and helps 

to develop your creative, technical and professional abilities.

Thames and Hudson  

April 2006   57235   144 pages   Paperback   £13.95

The Art of Renovation How to Turn Your 

House into Your Contemporary Dream Home 

Room by Room

Barry Sugerman and Shannon Howard  

This book explores the current trend of remodelling, redesigning and 

upgrading existing homes and raises it to an art form by profiling the 

projects of award-winning American architect Barry Sugerman. 

Sugerman’s designs show how he seamlessly integrates existing 

structures into striking remodels. He surpasses the problems of dated 

houses to combine luxurious living and contemporary, cutting edge 

architectural designs that fit with their existing areas.

Rockport    

June 2006   57801   160 pages   Paperback   £17.00

Tropical Minimal

Danielle Miller

This follow up to the bestseller Practically Minimal integrates the 

most pleasurable aspects of tropical living with a contemporary 

sensibility to establish an entirely new and exciting style in interior 

design. With examples from Brazil to Florida and New Zealand to 

Singapore, this book demonstrates how exotic surroundings can be 

enhanced through simple spaces and pared-down furnishings. 

Thames and Hudson

March 2006   57236   192 pages   Paperback   £24.95

 

Choosing Blue

Stephanie Hoppen      

Blue has become the colour of the decade and can be accented 

with bright greens, raspberry, bitter chocolates and steely greys. 

Stephanie Hoppen looks at this new spectrum of blues and 

illustrates how they can be used to achieve any mood. Blue 

is a vast colour with an enormous range and this book instils 

confidence in all those who have trouble choosing appropriate 

colour schemes or palette. It is also a fantastic sourcebook for 

all types of home interiors, offering practical advice on colour 

matching and choosing accent colours.

Watson-Guptill    

March 2006   57802    176 pages    Hardback   £19.99

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 7222

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 72226 7



Creating the Inspired House

John Connell

The best houses are about people and Creating the Inspired House 

chronicles the stories of memorable characters immersed in the search 

for a place they can call home. With over 300 colour photographs, this 

book takes readers on a cross-country tour of over 20 inspired homes 

- large and small, new and remodelled - with the very homeowners, 

architects and builders who collaborated on their creation. Each of the 

houses is shaped by the owners’ personal passions and it is these 

passions that breathe life into the design of their homes. 
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Taunton

April 2006   57803   224 pages   Hardback   £24.95

Contemporary Houses

This book illustrates trends in contemporary living through 20 projects 

carried out by leading architects and interior designers. Whether 

a new building or a renovation project, all clients, architects and 

interior specialists featured have worked to create a fascinating mix 

of volumes, perspective, light, atmosphere, materials, texture, shapes 

and colours.

Beta Plus  

January 2006   55747   240 pages   Hardback   £39.99

in
te

rio
rs

 a
n
d
 g

a
rd

e
n
s

Contemporary Natural 

Phyllis Richardson

A Manhattan loft apartment in a former button factory; a Russian 

artist’s Normandy barn conversion; an Italian jewellery designer’s 

rural Spanish retreat…this breathtaking illustrated style book takes us 

into the homes of 27 artists from around the world whose domestic 

interiors blend timeless with the highly contemporary.

Thames and Hudson

February 2006   57651   192 pages   Paperback   £17.95

Classical Living

Will Anderson    

‘Classical Living’ is a label that can be applied to many different types of 

home: houses in the countryside, those built with reclaimed materials, 

painstakingly restored farmhouses, grand town houses, minimally 

designed villas where antiques and design go hand in hand, houses by 

the sea...the list goes on. 

In spite of the significant differences between the projects presented 

in this book, there are some constant themes such as the consistent 

choice of quality products and a respect for traditional craftsmanship. This 

book beautifully demonstrates how the old and the new can be fused to 

create a classical style of living.

Beta Plus    

January 2006   55748   288 pages   Hardback   £39.99

The Modernist Home

Tim Benton  

Tim Benton uncovers the Modernist house’s elements: from the 

technology that provided central heating and electric lighting; to new 

construction materials, such as concrete and steel; to close-ups on 

features like winter gardens and folding furniture. He opens the door on 

Modernist houses around the world, from Le Corbusier’s Villa Savoye, 

to Mies van der Rohe’s Barcelona Pavilion, all fully illustrated with colour 

photographs and plans.

V&A  

March 2006   57133   96 pages   Hardback   £14.99

Storage

Terence Conran  

Whether you prefer cosy clutter or a clean, minimalist sweep, Storage 

provides all the practical information and creative inspiration you need to 

organise every area in your home. The book is divided into two principal 

sections, one on planning and assessment, the essential starting point 

for reorganisation, and the other providing an area-by-area breakdown of 

particular storage requirements and approaches, including the optimum 

conditions for storing different types of belongings. Individual case studies 

provide in-depth coverage of specific solutions.

Conran Octopus

March 2006   56766   224 pages   Hardback   £25.00

50 Great Kitchens by Architects

50 Great Kitchens by Architects examines the role of the architect 

and the influence of the client in creating a visually pleasing and 

functional kitchen. Full colour photography and personal quotes portray 

the kitchens within the context of their surrounding rooms, as well as their 

most important design features. 

Images 

November 2005   55231   128 pages   Hardback   £14.95

 

New Dining Room Design

A handy handbag-sized book examining, with minimal fuss (photos, 

plans and identifying text), 45 dining rooms mainly from Europe. 

Featured firms include Moneo Brock Studio, Claesson Koivisto 

Rune and Simon Conder. This is a well-produced book for design 

inspiration on the move.

Daab    

January 2006   57180   190 pages   Paperback   £10.95

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 7222

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 72228 9



Compact Interiors

Carles Broto

This fully illustrated work features dozens of apartment and loft 

interiors from around the world - all created by internationally 

renowned architects and designers. The book focuses on the 

technical aspects of each project and on the ingenious solutions 

employed in adapting fixtures and furniture to a range of uses for 

more efficient use of space. Beautifully illustrated with full-colour 

photographs, floor plans and sketches, it includes every step of the 

design process from conception to execution. 
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Links

February 2005   37988   240 pages   Paperback   £27.50

Small Apartments

Alejandro Bahamón     

Bigger may not always mean better in this collection of carefully 

designed and decorated spaces. With a variety of solutions and 

individual styles, each project adapts to the needs of its tenants. The 

results are highly functional and beautiful apartments from all over the 

world, including Miami, Los Angeles, London, New York City, Paris, 

and Milan. This stunning collection of homes features elegance within 

a very modest surface area.

Harper Collins International    

April 2006   57425    176 pages   Paperback   £11.99
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Grounded

Brendan Moar 

Based on landscape architect Brendan Moar’s garden design series 

for Lifestyle TV, this multilayered book offers inspirational ideas as 

well as practical advice. Brendan describes the evolution of some of 

his own garden designs, complete with plans and working drawings. 

Throughout the book are special features focusing on each of the 

fundamental principles of design. Also woven through the book 

are chapters on individual gardens created by Brendan’s favourite 

designers and horticulturalists.

Murdoch Books

March 2006   57804   192 pages   Paperback   £16.99

Small Private Gardens

Alejandro Bahamón  

Increasing density in our cities has made it very difficult to find space 

for gardens. However, even a small outdoor space can be made to 

seem more spacious. This compilation gathers the best examples 

from garden designers who use strategic solutions to optimise space. 

There are many inspiring examples of how even the tiniest area can 

be made to feel more open and expansive. 

TeNeues    

April 2006   55535   136 pages   Paperback   £14.95

Small Garden

John Brookes  

From initial inspiration to final layout, create your own small garden with 

the help of gardening design expert John Brookes.  Whether you want 

a ‘room outside’ for leisure and entertainment or simply a space to call 

your own, inspiring photographs and detailed diagrams show what can 

be achieved whatever space available, from grassy lawn to balcony, roof 

terrace, window or passageway. 

Dorling Kindersley    

March 2006   57812   352 pages   Hardback   £16.99

Bamboo A Material for Landscape and 

Garden Design

Harry van Trier    

Bamboo and its many varieties are becoming ever more popular as 

a design material for landscapes and gardens. With its widely varying 

hardiness, height and leaf structure, the grass can also be used in related 

domains such as architecture, furniture design and flower arranging. 

Whilst the extensive technical section of the book describes the 

properties and habitat requirements of the plant, it also explores its use 

and significance in urban and natural settings. Authors with technical 

expertise in the relevant fields and striking colour illustrations convey 

exhaustive technical and botanical information and provide examples of 

the creative use of bamboo, especially in urban and natural settings.

Birkhauser    

March 2006   57453   144 pages   Hardback   £38.50

The Garden Book

Phaidon Press  

The Garden Book presents a widely diverse range of designers 

responsible for some of the most interesting and iconic international 

gardens and landscapes of all time. Gardens of Ancient Persia, the 

Moguls of India and the palaces of Chinese Emperors sit side by side 

with contemporary gardens from the US and Europe.

The book also includes an easy-to-use glossary of terms and 

movements and a directory of gardens. It has previously appeared in 

big hardback and handbag-sized formats, but this midi has to be the 

handsomest of them all.

Phaidon Press    

December 2005   55276   512 pages   Paperback   £14.95

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 7222

All UK online orders over £50 sent post free
Order now on 020 7256 722210 11

New Patio Design

Edited by Llorenc Bonet    

In this excellent handbag-friendly series, Daab provide text-free photo 

and plan documentation of 31 patio projects from around the world. 

Featured architects include Kengo Kuma and MCP Arquitectura. 

Daab    

January 2006   56870   190 pages   Paperback   £10.95



Simply return the form opposite and return it to

RIBA Bookshops Mail Order

15 Bonhill Street

London 

EC2P 2EA

Alternatively, customer account and credit/debit card holders 

may phone or fax their orders

T 020 7256 7222   

F 020 7374 2737

Email sales@ribabookshops.com 

www.ribabookshops.com

Free postage for all UK orders placed online over £50.

Method of payment

Please complete the following details. Overseas customers 

please pay by credit card or by cheque drawn in sterling on 

a UK bank.

 I enclose a cheque for £

 payable to RIBA Bookshops

 Please debit my RIBA Bookshops account number

  Please debit my American Express/Mastercard/Visa/

Switch/Maestro/Delta/Eurocard/JCB/Solo

 Card number

 Valid from Expiry date

 Issue number Security code

 Signature

 
 RIBA Enterprises would like to send you further 

information about our products. If you do not want 

to receive this information, please tick the box.

Delivery details

Name

Company name 

Delivery address

 

Postcode Date

Phone

Email  

Cardholder’s address if different from delivery address

 

Code         Title                      Qty Price Total

 

  

    

  

 

  
          Sub-total:

                            Postage and Packing:

   Total:

Despatch 

Mail order post and packing rates

UK

— Under £100 add 10% to the total value of your order

— Under £200 add £10 for post and packing

— Over £200 items are sent post free

— Minimum postage charge is £1

Overseas

— Add 20% to the total value of your order

— Minimum postage charge is £1

Online

— UK orders over £50 are sent post free

orderhow to order. order form.
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