











NEW
WORTH A LOOK

Recently completed Cambridge
buildings: an editorial selection

Centre for the Physics of Medicine
West Cambridge site

Madingley Road

Building Design Partnership, architects
Willmott Dixon, contractors

Hauser Forum

West Cambridge site
Madingley Road

Wilkinson Eyre, architects
Willmott Dixon, contractors

Institute of Manufacturing

West Cambridge site

Madingley Road

Arup Associates, architects
Marriott Constructon, contractors

Anne Court

Selwyn College

Grange Road

Porphyrios Associates, architects
Morgan Ashurst, contractors

Library

Fitzwilliam College

Storey’s Way

Cullinan Architects

Kier Regional (Marriott) , contractors

Private house

18 Cavendish Avenue

Mole Architects, Prickwillow
Cambridge Building Company,
contractors

Private house

48 Pretoria Road

Freeland Rees Roberts, architects,
Cambridge

York Construction, contractors

Private house

30 Sedley Taylor Road

NRAP, architects, Cambridge
Adams and Newman, contractor

—and you may be intrigued to see the
fourteen new bronze ‘book bollards’
installed in front of the University
Library (between West Road and
Burrell’s Walk). The individual books on
the four central bollards can be rotated
to reveal the title of the artwork.
They were created by local sculptor
Harry Gay and cast at the FSE Foundry
in Braintree.

CAMBRIDGE DESIGNED
PROJECTS AND BUILDINGS

A selection of current projects and recently
completed buildings submitted by Cambridge-
based practices.

Listed farmhouse extension

This South Norfolk farmhouse has been adapted and
altered many times over the past 500 years. The
modern treatment of joinery, surfaces and structure in
this latest addition clearly differentiates between new
and existing elements and provides more open, light
and airy spaces than would previously have been
possible. Externally, a new porch and garden room
were added whilst, internally, the kitchen and family
room were extensively re-modeled. The design by
Patrick Ward of Haysom Ward Miller grew out of a
positive dialogue with the conservation officer.
www.haysomwardmiller.co.uk
www.willowbuilders.moonfruit.com

Suburban eco-house

Replacing a 1960s bungalow in Magnolia Close, off
Blinco Grove, this house is carefully designed to
respect its neighbours, provide privacy and rely on
renewable forms of energy. It will feature triple glazing,
photo voltaic panels, whole house ventilation with heat
recovery and a wood-burning stove. Construction (by
Britaniabuild) will start in January 2010 and utilize a
panelised timber frame structure with an external
timber and rendered finish. Architects are Gavin
Langford Architects.

www.gavinlangfordarchitects.com
www.britaniabuild.com

Cathedral ceiling

Work on this wooden, fan-vaulted ceiling in the
Millennium Tower of Suffolk’s cathedral church, St
Edmundsbury in Bury St Edmunds began in June 2009
— with completion expected in early 2010. The gilded
and painted oak ceiling structure weighs 8 tonnes and
will be hoisted in segments to a position 45m above the
crossing floor. The decorative scheme displays the 42
heraldic coats of arms of the Dioceses of the Church of
England. The architect, Henry Freeland of Freeland
Rees Roberts, is architect to two other cathedrals —
Guildford and Norwich. The contractors are Taylor Made
Joinery, Hare & Humphreys and FA Valiant & Son.
www.frrarchitects.co.uk

www.tmjinteriors.com

www.hare-humphreys.co.uk

www.favaliant.co.uk

Comberton Village College extension

Built around a two-storey high multi-use atrium, the
Mouchel-designed new extension contains new
classrooms, a drama space, three art studios and new
laboratories. High thermal mass, passive ventilation
linked to CO2 sensors using stack-effect within the
building, solar shading and a ground-source heat pump
contribute to sustainability. Landscape integrates the
new with the existing. Kier Eastern commenced
construction in July 2008 and completed in August
2009.

www.mouchel.com

www.Kier.co.uk




OBITUARY
JACK LEWRY

Founding partner of RH Partnership Architects
whose teamwork skills were recognised in his
appointment - as a private practitioner - as Project
Officer for the University of Cambridge West
Cambridge development.

Architecture is seldom, if ever, the work of an
individual, rather it is the product of effective teamwork
and motivational leadership. Jack Lewry, who has died
aged 63, understood this from early in his career and
applied his natural skills in these areas, not only within
the office but also with fellow consultants, clients and
contractors, creating the right environment for design
teams to develop and succeed. It was in this way that
he made a most significant contribution to the delivery
of many fine buildings.

Born in Shoreham, Jack was the son of a bricklayer
who fostered his son’s enthusiasm for building. In 1964
he joined the School of Architecture and Interior Design
of Brighton Polytechnic. The architecture school’s ethos
encouraged strong links between architects, engineers
and a wide range of fellow artists and craftsmen. This
was to inspire his later approach.

It was during his mid-course ‘year out’ in Leicester
that Jack met his wife Phyl. The couple married during
the following year and were to remain together for forty
years of deep friendship, family building and joint love
of the arts.

He was awarded a distinction for his final year
thesis project of 1970, a residential school for
handicapped children which showed an exceptionally
sensitive awareness of the way children used and
experienced buildings. He later, all too modestly,
denied having such design skills.

Jack’s first job, following graduation in 1970, was in
the London office of Roman Halter, architect and
stained glass artist. Jack was an associate and had
been with the practice for four years, when the principal
closed the offices and left to pursue other activities.
Jack and a colleague thereupon started R H

Partnership with offices in London and Cambridge
where Jack was living. Fifteen months later, Jeremy
Buckingham joined Jack in Cambridge and the core of
the practice was formed. By the time of his retirement in
2002, Jack and his partners had developed the practice
from a small start-up to an Architects’ Journal Top 100
company employing over 40 staff with offices in
Cambridge and Brighton.

Early projects developed under Jack’s guidance
included new office headquarters for Cambridge
Interactive Systems at Harston Mill, healthcare facilities
for Barking Hospital, projects for the RAF Henlow and
RAF Wittering and the St John’s Innovation Centre — a
competition-winning landmark scheme for the practice.

In the early 1980’s, Jack faced a difficult period
following the diagnosis of a tumour which resulted in the
removal of an eye. It is impossible to say, but this brave
decision, based as it was on conflicting consultant
advice, may have considerably delayed the spread of
the disease. What is certain is that he responded with
typical strength of character and outlook.

Jack’s enthusiasm, professionalism and practicality
were appreciated by colleagues, fellow consultants and
clients in equal measure. His abilities were recognised
by the University of Cambridge — in particular by his
appointment as project officer for the West Cambridge
development, its largest expansion in 800 years. Jack
worked with the University Estates department and the
masterplanning team over a period of four years, to take
this project through a difficult planning process.

He promoted sustainability long before it became
mainstream — encouraging the practice to explore ideas
and take risks in developing many low energy buildings.
The practice won energy and conservation awards for a
range of buildings throughout the 1980’s and 1990’s
including Harston Mill and the pioneering lonica building.

He was a well known and much respected figure on
the Cambridge construction scene — involved in the
Cambridge Association of Architects, Cambridge Forum
for the Construction Industry, Cambridge Pro Help and
other organisations. He also spent many years working
towards the understanding of, and provision of care for,
young people with Asperger’s syndrome. He was
working tenaciously after his retirement to set up a form
of sheltered housing for a group of eight young people
with Asperger’s, including one of his daughters. His work
in this area is incomplete and needs the support and
efforts of others in the community to bring it to fruition. *

Jack was an optimist. Along with his great sense of
humour, this often resulted in his wonderfully distinctive
laugh signalling his presence, creating an appropriately
informal atmosphere in the office. Even in the last few
months he remained positive and interested in everyone
around him and was planning a balloon trip over the
Grand Canyon and another skiing holiday. Sadly, these
were not to be. Suffering from an incurable form of
cancer, he died on 22nd September.

R H Partnership benefited from Jack’s vision, skills
and his well considered and generous stewardship. He
was particularly keen to ensure the structure of the
practice should encourage and recognise individual
development and achievement, critically enabling the
smooth transition of management required for the
company’s long term continuity. Ultimately this legacy is
far stronger than any passing design trend or fashion.

Stephen Adutt, Jeremy Buckingham, Ray Chudleigh
and David Emond

... lonica HQ ...

... and the St John’s Innovation Centre —
all buildings with which Jack Lewry
was involved

*For information on this project
please contact CASH ( Cambridge
Asperger’s Support Housing) tel
01223 709827

www.cambridgeshirehorizons.co.uk/qualitypanel

Innovators needed.

The new Cambr|dgesh|re Quality Panel is recruiting innovators to help raise quality
standards in new developments across the county. Find out more, and apply online:

Cambridgeshire
Horizons

driving forward sustainable communities

TIM SOAR

TIM SOAR
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IRONMONGERY

Save time with our no-obligation specification service.

High specification architectural hardware showroom. (pictured)
Qualified, experienced and friendly advice from our trained team.

Unbeatable range of high quality designer fittings.

Private meeting room for you and your clients to utilise.

ACLEIGH, EAST ANGLIA’S LEADING ARCHITECTURAL IRONMONGER
NEW BRANCH UNIT C, 20 MERCERS ROW, CAMBRIDGE, CB5 8HY

Tel: 01223 345910

Fax: 01223 345919

E: cambridge@acleigh.co.uk
W: www.acleigh.co.uk

A.C.Leigh &

& PHILIPPA PEARSON &
LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN DESIGNER

® Contemporary and traditional gardens
@ Commercial and private projects
@ RHS Silver-Gilt Medal Winner 2009
® RHS Qualified

BARBERRY COTTAGE, 4 HATLEY ROAD,
GAMLINGAY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE SG19 3HH
TEL: 01767 651253 /07770 947284
E-MAIL: philippa( ilippapearson.co.uk

www.philippape:
: THE GIRLGUIDING UK C / "
HAMPTON COURT PALACE FLOWER SHOW 6-11 TULY 2010

Mike Horsfall

Transport Planning _“vesme

Integrated advice on all development-related transport issues

savills.com/planning

NATURAL MATERIALS.
TaE NaTturaL CHOICE.

Stonemasonry expertise at Ivett & Reed is second to none
— whether it is restoring, replacing or creating new stonework
for windows, steps, copings or sills.

We hold stocks of Portland, Bath, York and Ancaster Hard
White stones or we can work to your individual specification.

We have an extensive stoneyard, workshops equipped with
state-of-the-art machinery, a designated memorial showroom
and spacious and stylish areas featuring our fireplaces, fires,
stoves, worktops and tiles.

Call us on 01223 213500 for a quote
or visit our stoneyard and showroom Monday — Saturday

IVETT&REED

www.ivettandreed.co.uk 615 NEWMARKET ROAD, CAMBRIDGE CB5 8PA

Cover: design by Bobby Open
based on Christopher Alexander’s
diagram (p. 11), Patrick Squire’s
photograph (p. 6) and Open’s
drawing (pp. 8 and 9). The location
plans throughout this issue were
also drawn by Open.

Cambridge Forum for the
Construction Industry events
For details and tickets contact:
www.cfci.org.uk
secretary@cfci.org.uk
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