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Arts Space of the Future

David Litt lefield writes:
London's many art spaces provide the stage around which this city's cultural  l i fe revolves. I t  is through our bui ldings that th is culture -
encompassing everything from art ,  dance and theatre to fest ival  and simple joy - is developed, magnif ied and shared. Intel l igent ,  
well-crafted spaces provide the medium through which arts and cultures are communicated; these spaces both ref lect the status and
health of the arts within society,  and bring us together to celebrate it .  These arts bui ldings are also very often the sett ings for moments
of personal ref lect ion and introspection.

RIBA London and Arts Counci l  England asked practis ing architects and students to consider the shape and form of future arts spaces.
With changes in technology and rapidly alter ing notions of what culture actual ly is ,  including ideas about making the arts a less el i t ist
affair,  architects were encouraged to ask fundamental questions: what kind of arts space wi l l  be relevant to future generat ions? How
can spaces better ref lect the nature of the arts being produced within them? Do art spaces need to be transformed into something
quite new?

First pr ize,  a cheque for £5,000, was awarded to a col laborat ive project ,  Art Spaces lead global ecology of ideas ,  by architects,  Manual
Shvartzberg and Yiannis Kanakakis with writer Fabian Falt in. Their winning entry took the form of Financial Times news pages, addressing
arts spaces, environmental issues, and challenging the concept of architectural competit ions. In the view of the judges the winning entry
was:   “A sophist icated cha l lenge to the br ief ,  na i l ing the rea l  issues .  A very thorough response -  pos i t ive but  cr i t ica l ,  a  
commentary and cr it ique connecting art to the personal ,  publ ic and pol i t ical . ”   

Second prize,  £2,500, was won by David Kohn, Director,  David Kohn Associates for Heterotopia .  The judges commented that Kohn, had
“seriously taken on the issues raised by the brief and shown a l ight f lexible approach to the Thames Gateway,”

Third pr ize,  £1 ,000, was won by Ashley Seaborne, a student at the University of East London for Hoodies ,  described by the judges as
“ ingenious and imaginat ively presented" .

Other projects short- l isted and included in the exhibit ion are:
Amongst the everyday and out of the ordinary - Moxon Architects
Artaud's Tabernacle - Tony Broomhead and Nicky Kirk ,  Amenity Space 
Void on the Thames - Kabage Karanja (student,  University of Westminster)
Hatch - Christopher Leonard 
Art Space - Daniel le Tinero, ETALAB
Cavendish Square digital open café - Yoshiko Tori i  (student, London Metropolitan University)
Publ ic (Art)  Pr ison -Jerome Tsui (student,  Architectural  Associat ion)
Techno Pods - Daniel  Ward (student,  London Southbank University)

Heterotopia:  David Kohn

Artaud’s tabernacle by Amenity Space  



The competit ion judges were Sarah Weir (Executive Director,  Arts Counci l  England, London) ,  Steve Tompkins (Director,  Haworth
Tompkins Architects) ,  Tr icia Austin (Course Director,  Central  Saint Mart ins Col lege of Art and Design) ,  Sarah Featherstone (Director,
Featherstone Associates) ,  Dr Ben Todd (Engineer and Executive Director of Arcola Theatre) and Edwin Heathcote (Architecture Crit ic ,
Financial  Times ) .

Winners and short- l isted entr ies to the competit ion Arts Space of the Future feature in an exhibit ion at the National Theatre from 
11  January -  16 February 2008 along with RIBA award-winning arts bui ldings from the last three decades, such as the National
Theatre,  the Barbican and the Brit ish Museum's Great Court .

London students win President's medals
Congratulat ions to the winners of the RIBA President's Medals
Student  Awards 2007 in  assoc iat ion wi th  Atk ins .  These 
prest ig ious awards promote exce l lence in  the study of  
arch i tecture ,  reward ing ta lent  and encourag ing arch i tectura l
debate world-wide. Ted Cul l inan wi l l  be providing a cr it ique on the
work of the medal l ists on 13 February.

Steve Westcott from the Bart lett School of Architecture won the
Si lver Medal for his project Greenwich Perceptual Observatory

and Amandine Kastler from the Architectural  Associat ion won the
Bronze Medal for the project The Cabinet of Curiosit ies .  Joanna
Rapp from the University of Westminster won the Dissertat ion
Medal for her work A Geometrical  Analysis of Mult iple View-Point
Perspective in the Work of Giovanni Batt ista Piranesi .

A President's Medals exhibit ion of the 2007 winning work wi l l  tour
the UK in 2008. For more information and dates, please visit  the 
website at www.presidentsmedals.com

Partners
Judd Farr is Property Recruitment is proud to partner RIBA London.
Leo Gee, Consultant ,  Architecture,  writes: With our dedicat ion to
corporate ,  soc ia l  and inst i tut iona l  sponsorsh ip ,  Judd Farr is  
understands that putt ing something back into this great industry
sector al lows our cl ients and candidates to get the most out of i t .
Our award winning team provides f lexible recruitment solut ions to
clients and candidates worldwide. Due to the diversity of the sector,
Judd Farr is act for a wide variety of cl ients including smal l- large
practices, cl ient-side organisat ions and property developers.  For
further detai ls on current opportunit ies or to discuss employing
staff please contact 020 7494 2555 www.juddfarr is .com

RIBA London is supported by:

RIBA London Major Partners:

RIBA London Partners: ARRK, The Bui lding Centre,  Judd Farr is ,
Si lver Fleet

Will Alsop's Vision 
At the Annual General Meeting in October,  Patron Wil l  Alsop spelt out his vis ion for RIBA London and for London's architects.  

He emphasised that there is a talented, vibrant and diverse architectural  community in London that is not suff ic ient ly celebrated. He was
concerned that EU rules are appl ied more r igidly here in the UK than anywhere else in Europe, often preventing emerging practices from
competing for work as they are required to produce at least three years of audited accounts.  He urged RIBA London to continue i ts 
support for these practices and to showcase emerging talent .   

Professor Alsop saw a clear role for RIBA London to forge l inks with cit ies l ike Chicago, Toronto and Mumbai ,  ref lect ing London's world
city status.   This role would extend beyond faci l i tat ing talks and exhibit ions, to give an opportunity for architects worldwide to generate
opportunit ies and exchange knowledge.

With regard to promoting good design in London, he urged RIBA London to develop closer l inks with boroughs on the periphery of
London, acknowledging that they are as important as those at the centre.  He pointed out that there are some forward thinking counci ls
and planners who want to br ing about change. Boroughs such as Croydon, Barnet and Havering, the gateways to London, have 
demonstrated a wi l l ingness to ensure that their towns are more fun and interesting places.  

RIBA London's new Patron expressed his del ight in his new role as he saw so much potential  for the region with i ts dynamic team and
its aspirat ion to be located on the r iver Thames, creating a new home for i ts 12 ,000 members.



Azar Djamali - RIBA London Chair Elect
RIBA London's Chair,  Andrew Hanson has been re-elected to
serve a second two-year term. The new Chair Elect is Azar
Djamal i ,  President of The Cit ies of London and Westminster
Society of Architects (CLAWSA).  Lawrence Mawson takes over
from David Natas as Treasurer.

Azar has been in practice in London since 1993 and is currently
with Barron and Smith Architects,  the education special ists act ing
as Cl ient Design Advisor for the London Borough of Haringey on
Bui lding Schools for the Future (BSF) .   She is part icular ly keen on
achieving change through school bui ldings. 

“For me RIBA London is the centre of gravity for architects in the
region, i t  is where we can speak about our vis ions and desires for
improving architecture.  I t  is important that RIBA London is heard
by the Branches and in turn l istens to them and passes on their
messages to RIBA central ly to create a strong l ink between RIBA
HQ and the Branches. 

"RIBA must acknowledge that 'al l  members matter '  and they are
necessar i ly  an integra l  part  of  del iver ing R IBA's strategy for  

promoting architecture.  Architects should become recognised in
society for improving the qual i ty of l i fe through bui ldings. RIBA
should seek to improve architects'  l ives by putt ing the profession
on the map as a dist inct discipl ine alongside the f inancial ,  legal
and medical professions."

CPD new focus
There wi l l  be a new focus for RIBA London's CPD programme from March 2008. In response to the needs of the membership, there wil l
be fewer courses in future, more held in the late afternoon or evening with longer question and answer sessions for delegates. Club
Membership hours can be used throughout the year ending December 2008. 

CPD dates for your diary: 

January 
15 :  Health and safety update (Palestra)
17 :  Low carbon technologies renewable energy systems and how they work (  RIBA)  
22 : Monitor ing progress and managing t ime on projects (Rich Mix)
29 : How to del iver powerful  presentat ions (Bui lding Design Partnership)

February
5 :  Minor works contracts (RIBA)

Intermediate and standard contracts and subcontracts (RIBA)
6 :  Part L2 (Cardinal Place)
7 :   Project management and architecture (Cardinal Place)
12 :  Designer duties (Cardinal Place)
21 :  Legal update 2 (Bui lding Design Partnership)
27 : R IBA CPD Providers Network Roadshow (RIBA) free

For further information contact:  020 7307 3685, r iba. london@ inst .r iba.org

The Royal Inst itute of Br it ish Architects is once again on the lookout for potential  RIBA Stir l ing Prize winners.  Fol lowing on from the 
success of David Chipperf ield's Museum of Modern Literature in Germany in October 2007, the search has begun to f ind the best 
examples of new Brit ish architecture.  Practices up and down the country are urged to submit projects of architectural  excel lence to the
2008 RIBA Awards scheme. For further information: www.architecture.com/awards

Deadline for RIBA Awards entries

David Natas with Azar Djamali: photo Liz Walder  



London Festival of Architecture
riverboat l inks
Fol lowing on from last year's enl ightening Annual Dinner on the
future development of the Thames, RIBA London wi l l  continue to
focus its act ivit ies on the Thames in 2008. As a sponsor and
event organiser of the London Festival  of Architecture (LFA2008) ,
RIBA London wi l l  be staging a major open air exhibit ion in col lab-
orat ion with Peter Ackroyd, author of Thames Sacred River and
Honorary Pres ident  of  the LAF2008 .  R IBA London is  a lso 
coordinat ing a LAF2008 r iverboat service with Thames Cl ippers
to connect  a l l  f ive Fest iva l  Hubs (Kens ington ,  Che lsea and
Knightsbridge; Canary Wharf ,  Stratford and Thames Gateway;
King's Cross, Bloomsbury and Covent Garden; Southwark and
South Bank; and Clerkenwel l  and the City of London) .

The LFA2008 Thames exhibit ion wil l  inhabit six key r iver piers
between Greenwich and Mi l lbank, where visitors wi l l  a lso be able
to board the LFA2008 r iverboat service. To encourage 'fresh' 
talent ,  RIBA London has invited the London School of Architecture
to work with Peter Ackroyd, architect Ia in Johnston, Bisset Adams,

and designer Nick Robertson, Wordsalad, to create future visions
of Thames development from each of the piers.

"As it  f lows through London, the nature of the River Thames
changes and evolves along it 's course. Land use, people f low and
architecture become specif ic to an area and develop a unique
personal i ty and history to the location.  This personal i ty can grow
and change as London developsthrough t ime. London's piers are
located at major points along the r iver and are thus ideal ly suited
as markers for their local i ty.  As part of the 'London Festival  of
Arch i tecture '  these p iers  are go ing to  be t ransformed into 
exhibit ion spaces. They wi l l  be looking at the past present and
future of their local i ty in a series of audio visual instal lat ions" 
Nick Robertson.

LFA2008 is  seek ing submiss ions of  interest  and ideas for  
exhibit ions, instal lat ions, talks,  walks,  cycle r ides, events,  part ies
and more. Ful l  detai ls are avai lable at www.lfa2008.org

The R IBA Roya l  Go ld  Medal  has been awarded to  London 
architect ,  Ted Cul l inan. I t  wi l l  be presented to Ted on Tuesday 12
February 2008 at a ceremony at the RIBA. He wi l l  g ive a lecture
the fol lowing evening, also at the RIBA and provide a cr it ique for
the Presidents'  Medal winning students.

The off ic ial  c itat ion reads: 

"Over four decades of inspirat ional pract ice and teaching Edward
(Ted) Cul l inan has shown us how a keen awareness of the natural
environment,  and a deep engagement with those who use and
exper ience bu i ld ings ,  can generate compel l ing and poet ic  
architecture.  Long before they became widely accepted, Cul l inan
had made his own versions of 'sustainability'  and 'consultat ion'  
central  to his highly or iginal  and inventive approach to putt ing
bui ldings together."  

Ted Cul l inan describes himself as a Londoner - not a London
architect .  His advice to London's architects is simply “Listen” .  He

sees a  v i ta l  ro le  for  R IBA London in  support ing London 's  
architects.   “ I t  is most important to understand that an architect is
an ar t ist .  Arch i tects  need to  be knowledgeable ,  thoughtfu l ,  
peaceful and passionate.

“Architecture is  a very hairy business.  R IBA London can be 
support ive by being informative and encouraging opportunit ies for
young and emerging archi tects .  The R IBA London and Arts
Counci l ,  Art Spaces of the Future competition is a great example of
just the kind of in it iat ive we want to see.

The area of  Ted Cul l inan's work which g ives h im the most 
sat isfact ion is teaching, and in part icular his Professorial  role at
Nott ingham University.  Of al l  h is architectural  achievements,  his
favourite is the Fountain's Abbey Visitor Centre,  in Yorkshire,  the
f irst vis itor centre to be bui l t  more than 1 km from the site,  giving
visitors a spectacular view of the Abbey on arr ival .

Ted Cull inan strikes Gold

www.architecture.com/ribalondon

advancing architecture in the capital

Copy date for next issue 1 March

Send to Liz Walder,  RIBA London

l iz .walder@ inst .r iba.org

London

Ted Cullinan: photo Tim Soar


