
National Awards for four London Buildings

Young Vic is London's Building of the Year

Client of the Year 

Will  Alsop appointed London Patron 

CPD Courses Dates for your Diary

Yo
un

g 
V

ic
 b

y 
H

aw
or

th
 T

om
pk

in
s

P
ho

to
  P

hi
lip

 V
ile

Pa
le

st
ra

 b
y 

A
ls

op
 A

rc
hi

te
ct

s

P
ho

to
  R

od
 C

oy
ne

Ro
of

to
p 

N
ur

se
ry

 b
y 

W
H

AT
_a

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
e

P
ho

to
  D

av
e 

C
ow

la
nd

The redevelopment and expansion of The Young Vic Theatre by Haworth Tompkins is
R IBA London 's  Bu i ld ing of  the Year  2007.  The pro ject  was among three 
special  awards and 20 RIBA awards for London announced at a ceremony at Trinity Buoy
Wharf on 16 May. The RIBA London and Engl ish Heritage award for a bui lding in a 
histor ic context went to the Roundhouse by John McAslan + Partners.  There was a 
spec ia l  award to  BAA for  the new contro l  tower at  Heathrow by Rogers St i rk  
Harbour + Partners.

The Young Vic and the Roundhouse also are l isted among the RIBA National Awards
announced on 22 June, along with Palestra,  Blackfr iars Road by Alsop Architects and
Rooftop Nursery,  Hackney by WHAT_architecture.

RIBA Award winners are considered for the RIBA National Awards which in turn form
the long l ist for the St ir l ing Prize.  The RIBA National Award winners were announced at
the RIBA National and International Awards Dinner.

Derwent London has won this year's RIBA
Client of the Year award for i ts commis-
sioning of both establ ished and up-and-
coming arch i tects  to  de l iver  a  mix of  
refurbished and new-bui lt  off ices al l  over
London, including this year's RIBA Award
winning Dorset Square by John McAslan +
Partners.   

The R IBA Cl ient  of  the Year  award 
annual ly rewards the vital  role a good cl ient
plays in the creation of f ine architecture;
the winner receives a cheque for £5,000 to
be spent on a contemporary work of art by
an art ist working in Br itain.  

Speaking about the award, the judges
said:  “What marks Derwent out for this
award is their wi l l ingness to seek out the
architects that they bel ieve are r ight for the
project and to then work with them to
make signif icant architecture in the diff icult
f ie ld of the speculat ive off ice.  Over the last
20 years Derwent  have supported 
emerging talent by commissioning Al lford
Hal l  Monaghan Morris ,  Al l ies and Morrison,
Dav id  Ch ipperf ie ld ,  John McAslan ,
Lifschutz,  Davidson Sandi lands, as wel l  as
the Richard Rogers Partnership.”

Mul t i -award winn ing arch i tect ,  Professor
Wi l l  A lsop is  to  be R IBA London's  f i rst
Patron. The architect of Peckham Library,
St ir l ing Prize 2000 winner;  the RIBA Award
winning North Greenwich Jubilee Line station;
and the 2007 RIBA National Award winner,
Palestra,  among many notable international
examples,  Wi l l  accepted the invitat ion to
take on this new role with great enthusiasm.

“ I  have l ived in London for a long t ime
and regard it  as my home city.   I  now want
to get more involved on a broader front ,
over and above the day job, There is an
important role for RIBA London in promoting
arch i tecture to  the pub l ic .  The London
Region must have a voice on the big issues
of the day such as the Thames Gateway.

“London is a world city and RIBA London
must take on a world strategy role by estab-
l ishing l inks with other great cit ies around
the world,  l ike Chicago, New York,  Toronto,
Mumbai ,  shar ing our  common problems,
sharing exhibit ions for example.  ”

Wi l l  has worked in many major c it ies
around the g lobe ,  and sees London in  

pretty good shape. “Ken Livingstone has
been good for London. When he gets his
new powers later in the year this wi l l  help
us enormously in the boroughs where there
are st i l l  problems.”

Current ly  Wi l l  i s  work ing on severa l
London projects,  notably his Master Vision
for Croydon (“not a Masterplan - they are
too inf lexib le” ) ,  the 43 storey Old Street
Tower,  the redevelopment of the Mermaid
Theatre site and a mixed-use development
at Putney East .  In addit ion there are several
overseas projects and planned exhibit ions
of his paint ings in Toronto and Vienna.

Paint ing is an essential  element of Wil l 's
l i fe ,  and his studio is enl ivened by many
str ik ing examples of his work.  Architectural
shapes are at the core of his work,  which he
sees deve lop ing in  new d i rect ions .

In his new role as RIBA London's Patron
Wil l  looks forward to involving the publ ic in
architecture - “without removing too much
of the mystique” and to being a voice for
London's architects and architecture.   

‘How to del iver powerful  presentat ions'  was
an enl ightening experience. I t  real ly made
me analyse my approach to publ ic speaking
and I  now have far greater confidence in
representing the RIBA and pitching for work.
Andrew Hanson, Chair of RIBA London.

The pro ject  management  CPD gave 
useful  advice in a clear and structured way
which could be immediately put into practice
in the off ice.  The speaker was engaging
and entertaining to the extent I  didn't  check
my watch or emai l  a l l  afternoon. Luke Tozer,
Co-Chair,  London Urbanism and Planning
Group.

The spr ing semester  has proved
extremely popular.  R IBA London is  now
focussing on smal l  pract ices and offer ing a
smal l  pract ice membership pr ice for the
new CPD season and courses specif ical ly
designed for them. The autumn semester
begins with a day devoted to running your
own practice.  Detai ls wi l l  be avai lable in a
brochure due out  at  the beg inn ing of
September. 

We are constantly looking for the best
speakers to  de l iver  the most  important  
topics for the core curr iculum. Please let 
us have your recommendat ions .  Contact
riba . london@ inst .riba.org

RIBA counci l  recently approved a new
Byelaw al lowing for explusion from the RIBA
for  chartered members who refuse to  
provide evidence of CPD undertaken.

Bat House Project :  imagine, design and
bu i ld  a  home for  bats  in  London .  Th is  
competit ion has been establ ished by the
internat iona l ly  acc la imed art ist ,  Jeremy
Del ler to select the f inal  design for the Bat
House,  to be bui l t  at  the WWT London
Wetlands Centre in Barnes, in South West
London .  Open to  ar t ists ,  arch i tects ,  the
wider publ ic ,  students and schoolchi ldren.
Entry is via the RIBA Competit ions off ice to
the deadl ine of 14.00 hrs on 10 September
2007.  Fu l l  deta i ls  can be seen at
www.bathouseproject .org 

Reflect ions on pract ice:  captur ing 
innovation and creativity: RIBA Research
Symposium 2007 - 19 September at the
Jarv is  Ha l l ,  R IBA.  The 2007 Research
Symposium takes its theme from Leon van
Schaik's recent book Mastering Architecture -
becoming a creative practit ioner .  For further
information contact Anna Gagl iano, 
t :  020 7307 3714  e:  research@ inst .r iba.org

The Roundhouse by John McAslan + Partners

Photo  Hufton + Crow

28 Dorset Square by John McAslan + Partners

Photo Richard Bryant

Photo  Philip Vile
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How green 
is our space?

London's contribution to Architecture Week
With London's Mayor,  Ken Livingstone, and
broadcaster  Robert  E lms as Patrons ,  
R IBA London was the co-ord inator  and
principal partner for London activit ies in
Architecture Week with some 150 different
events taking place at over 80 different
venues.

The theme for Architecture Week 2007
was “How Green is our space?” Among the
act iv i t ies which  at t racted considerable
publ ic attention were Sonic Sheds, Hides in
the Park and Wind to Light .  Tours of many
of London's award winning bui ldings were
organised during Architecture Week. 

Sonic Sheds
Two Sonic Sheds in contrast ing sett ings  -
one in Portobel lo Space beneath Westway
and the other in Yorkshire Sculpture Park
provided some very different experience of
either town or country sounds. In one of
London's busiest markets,  vis itors stepped
into an oasis of calm in the sound-insulated
shed, with images and sounds direct from
Yorkshire Sculpture Park.

Hides in the Park
RIBA London invited f ive architects and one
student team to design and bui ld tempo-
rary hides in Battersea Park for watching
wildl i fe and people in the park and from
which to view activit ies on the lakes. After
Architecture Week the hides were donated

to London schools and community groups.

Wind to Light
RIBA London commissioned onedotzero/
Jason Bruges to create Wind to Light ,  an
exper imenta l  s i te-speci f ic  insta l lat ion by
Jason Bruges Stud io  at  the Southbank
Centre i l lustrat ing alternat ive,  sustainable
ways of harnessing energy to explore the
power of the wind in the city,  v isual is ing it
as an ephemeral cloud of l ight .

Architects in Residence:
Designing a Greener London 
London school  students in pr imary and
secondary schools  and the i r  teachers
worked wi th  arch i tects ,  as  part  of  a  
curr iculum focussed project ,  “Designing a
Greener London” .   The most innovat ive
projects were exhibited at the RIBA, 66
Port land Place. This project was organised
by RIBA London in partnership with RIBA
Trust and Arts Inform.

Dave the Carbon Coach
Vis i tors  to 66 Port land P lace had the i r  
carbon footpr int  ca lcu lated by Carbon
Coach Dave Hampton and based on a
month 's  worth  of  household  b i l l s  he 
suggested the best  and most  cost  
effect ive ways to br ing emissions down.

New Partnerships
RIBA London is del ighted to welcome a
new major partner,  Ordnance Survey, who
produced the Architecture Week map of
London Events 2007. The map has been
dist r ibuted to  15 ,000 members and 
contacts ,  100 ,000 through Even ing
Standard vendors,  plus 50,000 to cultural
organ isat ions across London .  London
Underground displayed posters for free at
key transport hubs in the capital .

We also welcome new partners,  Judd
Farr is ,  property recru i tment ;  New Level
who design our promotional material  and
ARRK, Rapid Architectural  Model l ing.

Gi l l  Blake of Ordnance Survey writes: 
As Great Br itain's nat ional mapping agency,
Ordnance Survey's aim is to provide the
definit ive geographic context for the places
we al l  l ive and work in .  We have been pro-
viding that information for more than 200
years.  Today, i t 's not just about paper maps
or satel l i te navigat ion - al l  k inds of digital
geographic informat ion are re l ied on by
architects,  designers and urban planners.  

Our  port fo l io  inc ludes topograph ic ,

height ,  road network,  address attr ibutes
and aerial  photography products - together
describing the geometry and function of
features throughout our bui l t  and natural
environment.  

Architects and other property profes-
sionals choose information from Ordnance
Survey to help with feasibi l i ty studies,  envi-
ronmental investigations, scenario modell ing
and presenting design plans. We supply
the architectural  community with our infor-
mat ion in  d i f ferent  ways .  There are 
hundreds of  Ordnance Survey l icensed
partners offer ing products,  services and
solut ions based on our data,  many of them
tai lored to the land and property market .    

Planners wil l be able to model a proposed
new bui lding and the visual impact of new
bui ldings from different viewpoints thanks
to P ictometry ob l ique imagery f rom
Ordnance Survey. I t  provides an instantly
avai lab le ,  'of f - the-shel f '  dataset  of  h igh-
reso lut ion 15cm imagery,  wi th  every 
feature in the bui l t  and natural  environment
imaged from al l  four cardinal points of the

compass a long wi th  the vert ica l  v iew.
Distance and height measurement tools
wi l l  provide valuable information, potential ly
ru l ing out the need for pre l iminary s i te
inspections, saving t ime and money. 

Ordnance Survey has become the f irst
organisat ion to offer  P ictometry obl ique
imagery for the whole of London, offer ing a
revolutionary new perspective of the capital .

This year we have also developed our
special ist network of retai l  partners,  now
known as Ordnance Survey Mapping and
Data Centres. These have a direct computer
l ink to our database so they can supply
customers with the very latest mapping on
demand. 

Archi tects are increasingly us ing the
network to l icense OS Si temap,  a  new
large-scale mapping product derived from
our  nat iona l  geograph ic  database ,  as  
wel l  as site centered, administrat ive and
boundary mapping. 

For  more informat ion on Ordnance
Survey, vis it  www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

In addit ion to our partners,  RIBA London
would l ike to say a big thank you to al l  the
sponsors of events.   These include Trinity
Buoy Wharf Trust ,  S i lver F leet -  Woods
River  Cru ises ,  Peron i  Nastro Azzurro ,
Bombay Sapphire and MangaJo, in addit ion
to Pau l  Smith  who des igned the
Architecture Week T-shirt and bag.

Peroni Nastro Azzurro
Peroni Nastro Azzurro,  I ta ly 's premier beer,
is a proud sponsor of Architecture Week.
The creativity,  passion, style and design at
the heart of everything surrounding this
year's celebrat ion of contemporary archi-
tecture is something which Peroni Nastro
Azzurro values and supports .  For more
information about Peroni Nastro Azzurro
please visit  www.peroni i taly.com.

MangaJo
The MangaJo drinks company was set up
by Alex Hannon and Anthony Thresh in
2003 in London. The company started out
with just one drink but the demand for
healthy dr inks that are a bit  different has
been such that four years on, MangaJo
drinks are now on sale in ten countr ies
worldwide. Al l  MangaJo drinks are made
from ingredients that have been used for
centuries to promote wel l-being and they
do not contain any added sugar or art i f ic ia l
ingredients.  The company is del ighted to
be a sponsor of Architecture Week.  

The Bombay
Sapphire Prize
As the biggest ,  international glass award,
the Bombay Sapphire Prize celebrates the
ach ievements of  internat iona l  ar t ists ,
designers and architects who work with this
challenging material to create stunning results.

The Bombay Sapphire Prize is judged by
the Foundat ion members for  innovat ion
and excel lence in the use of glass with the
winner  rece iv ing £20 ,000 and the best
newcomer receiving £5,000.

The Bombay Sapphire Foundation was
establ ished in 2001 to recognise, encourage
and reward the very best in contemporary
design and in part icular glass design.

The members of the Foundation include
leading international designers and some
of the world's most respected f igures from
the g lass and des ign industry.  These
include: Ron Arad, Tom Dixon, Nicole Fahri ,
Thomas Heatherwick,  Lesley Jackson, Dan
Klein,  Karim Rashid and Nadja Swarovski .

For more information please log on to
www.bombaysapphireprize.com
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