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RIBA London has successfu l ly  helped the Royal  Borough of
Kensington and Chelsea (RBKC) to set up an independent design
review panel ,  staffed by architects.  The inaugural meeting took
place last month.

Set up by the London Urbanism and Planning Group, a sub-
committee of the regional counci l ,  the review panel has emerged
from a long-held bel ief within the architecture profession that
planning off icers should seek the advice of architects more often.
The panel ,  who are providing their t ime free of charge, wi l l  meet
and discuss contentious proposals for the borough (or even those
for which the borough simply wants a second opinion) 10 t imes a
year.  Crucial ly,  the panel has support at a very senior level within
RBKC - in part icular,  that of deputy leader and “design champion”
Daniel  Moylan, and chief planning off icer David Prout .

I t  is an oddity that ,  in spite of being one of the wealthiest bor-
oughs in the country,  RBKC suffers from rather “mediocre” archi-
tecture from the Edwardian era onwards, comments  RIBA London
Chair Andrew Hanson. Too many wealthy and inf luential  residents
block planning proposals that are architectural ly ambit ious. “What
the borough wants is for property developers to come along with
good qual i ty schemes, rather than pastiches which they know wil l
sai l  through the planning process. The borough wants a St ir l ing
Prize winner,”  says Hanson.

The design review panel ,  which runs along simi lar l ines to panels
run by CABE, is actual ly a pool of people from which four panels
can be selected - that way, members wi l l  be cal led upon every
three or four months rather than every four or f ive weeks. Five
very high prof i le chairs have been found: Wil l  Alsop, Patron of RIBA
London, Professor CJ Lim, Tom Jest ico,  Alfred Munkenbeck and
John McAslan. These “cheer- leaders for good architecture” are
backed up by around 22 other dist inguished architects ( including
David Chipperf ield and Greg Penoyre) ,  from which panels of half  a
dozen people wi l l  be drawn. Al l  panel members either l ive or 
work in the borough or were able to demonstrate considerable
local knowledge.

The London Urbanism and Planning Group has been pressing the
capital 's boroughs to adopt design review panels for a long t ime -
some (Westminster,  for example) see no need, whi le most either
have no such thing or rely on local interest groups. “We wanted a
more regulated system comprised of people who real ly know that
they're talk ing about - not just local people who are interested in
architecture,”  says Hanson.

At RBKC, where the new body is actual ly cal led the “Architects
Appraisal  Panel” ,  considerable thought was put into making the
panel pol i t ical ly independent.  Counci l lor Daniel  Moylan, therefore,
attends meetings as an observer only.  

Not al l  planning appl icat ions wi l l  be refered to the panel ;  only
those which are potential ly controversial  or for which planning
off icers have misgivings wi l l  la id before the group. When the panel
f irst met on 6 March, two schemes were discussed. Hanson
expects the sanction of the panel to be a useful weapon in the
armoury of planning off ic ials in explaining merits of new proposals
to concerned residents.

Hanson and others within RIBA London, including Luke Tozer and
Nei l  Wi lson, are now approaching other boroughs in the hope of
sett ing up s imi lar  design review bodies .  Brent  and Lambeth 
counci ls have already been approached, and Hanson would l ike to
hear from local architects wishing to be included on the panels.  A
key object ive is to approach London's outer boroughs, where
design often has a low prior ity.

The ful l  l ist of part ic ipants in the review panel is as fol lows:

Gianni Botsford Gianni Botsford Architects
Kelvin Campbel l  Urban Init iatives
David Chipperf ield David Chipperfield
Max de Rosee De Rosee & SA
Katy Ghahremani Make
Ivan Harbour Rogers Stirk Harbour+Partners
Richard Hyams AStudio
Paul Kalkhoven Foster+Partners
Andrzej Kuszel l  Studio E
Peter Morr is Allford Hall  Monaghan Morris
Sophie Nguyen Sophie Nguyen Architects
Greg Penoyre Penoyre and Prasad
Giles Quarme Giles Quarme
Paul Sandi lands Lifschutz Davidson Sandilands
Steven Spence Spence Associates
Michael Squire Squire+Partners
Mike Stiff  Stiff  & Partners
Valerie Von Truchsess Pringle Richards Sharratt
Paul Wil l iams Stanton Wil l iams

Professor Wil l  Alsop SMC Alsop Chair
Tom Jest ico Jestico+ Whiles Chair
Professor CJ Lim UCL Chair
John McAslan John McAslan & Partners Chair
Alfred Munkenbeck Munkenbeck+Marshall Chair

RB Kensington & Chelsea sets up 
design review panel with RIBA



The London region is planning a new generat ion of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) events,  making them learning 
experiences which members actual ly want to attend and look forward to.  Miranda Housden, Head of RIBA London says: "Often CPD is 
something members do because it  is required, rather than because they actual ly want to attend. CPD should be st imulat ing,  so RIBA
London has scheduled a new wave of events which wi l l  take place at inspirat ional locations, including tours of award-winning bui ldings
and a refreshing look at wel l-establ ished topics."

New events being drawn up include the fol lowing:

• Manipulat ing l ight ,  at Sir John Soane’s Museum, with a presentat ion and tour by Richard MacCormac;
• Designing for f loods, to take place at the Thames Barr ier with a tour by Rachael Hi l l ,  Environment Agency;
• Computer model l ing,  taking place in the “spiky pod” at Queen Mary University of London, Inst itute of Cel l  and 

Molecular Science, Whitechapel ;
• Ecotowns, including a presentat ion by Wil l  Alsop on his masterplan for Croydon;
• Low carbon technologies,  at the van Heyningen and Haward designed RSPB Environment and Education Centre,  Rainham Marshes;
• Sustainable Construction,  at the Creekside Education Centre,  Deptford,  including tour with waders;
• Two health and safety seminars,  one at Wembley Stadium and the other which wi l l  g ive you exclusive access to the rafters 

of the Roundhouse;
• Natural venti lat ion,  including a tour of Michael Hopkins’  Lawn Tennis Associat ion.

These events wi l l  run between May and December,  with dates and speakers currently being confirmed. A dedicated bus service to take
delegates to some venues not in Central  London wi l l  be included in the price.

For the latest details on CPD events, contact Ben Neal at RIBA London ben.neal@ inst.riba.org

Exciting revamp planned for CPD

RSPB Centre by van Heyningen & Haward Architects, 
RIBA Award winner 2007



At the t ime of going to press, RIBA London was busy assessing entr ies to the region’s awards programme. This year,  132 projects were
submitted for an award and these were reduced to a short l ist of 70 by architects chaired by Joanna van Heyningen, Christ ine Hawley,
Alfred Munkenbeck and Spencer de Grey.

In partnership with Design for London, RIBA London has introduced two new awards: the Cl ient of the Year Award and the Publ ic Space
Award. The Engl ish Heritage Conservation Award wi l l  continue to be a part of our awards programme.

The winners wi l l  be announced at the RIBA Awards for London ceremony and press breakfast at the Young Vic Theatre on Thursday
29 May. Please note that attendance is by invitat ion only.  
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Royal Observatory by Allies and Morrison. 
Photograph: Dennis Gilbert

Adelaide Wharf by Allford Hall Monaghan Morris
Photograph: Tim Soar

Cremorne Riverside Centre by Sarah Wigglesworth Architects 
Photograph: Ioana Marinescu



This year,  our contr ibut ion to the London Festival  of Architecture
is a series of six site-specif ic sound instal lat ions, each taking
place on a Thames pier between the O2 Arena in Greenwich and
Mil lbank's Tate Britain.  Sound recordings - including the voices of
architects,  cl ients and people from the r iver community -  wi l l  be
mixed with readings by author  Peter  Ackroyd,  whose book

“Thames: Sacred River”  was publ ished last year.  The sound 
instal lat ions are intended to heighten the visitors’  senses, their
experience of the r iver and transport them “ into another t ime and
space in the l i fe of the Thames”.  The instal lat ions wi l l  be l inked by
a special  Thames Cl ippers boat service. Also, a l imited edit ion
map of the exhibit ion wi l l  be produced by Ordnance Survey.

Fol lowing the success of the Arts Space of the Future exhibition,
held earlier this year at the National Theatre,  this explorat ion into
the future of art venues wi l l  soon move to the Arcola Theatre in
Dalston. 

The exhibit ion,  which showcased award winning new designs
alongside images and models of wel l-establ ished London arts ven-
ues, set architects a series of profound questions: what kind of
arts space wi l l  be relevant to future generat ions? How can spaces
better ref lect the nature of the arts being produced within them?
Do art spaces need to be transformed into something quite new?
These are the sort of questions that underpin a new init iat ive in
Dalston, which is why moving the exhibit ion to the Arcola Theatre
is so pert inent .

Dalston Square is the site of a major new transport ,  housing and
retai l  development which wi l l  include a l ibrary and publ ic archive,
as wel l  as a new publ ic square. Arcola Theatre hopes to deliver a

professional and community arts programme in the main square.
Arts  Space of  the Future is  intended to  cata lyse a  cross-
discipl inary development process which wi l l  embed performance
arts in the physical and organisat ional infrastructure of the square.
The exhibit ion wi l l  a lso include a series of maps which chart arts
and cultural  act ivit ies in  the Da lston area (current ly  123  
organisat ions and r is ing) ,  a longside the mapping of exist ing open
spaces in the area. For more information contact Dr Ben Todd,
Execut ive D i rector,  Arco la  Theatre ben@arco latheatre .com 
or 07974 240 612.

RIBA London Chair,  Andrew Hanson opened the seminar based
on the competit ion and run by Central  St Mart ins on 25 Apri l .  The
event brought together professionals from arts management ,
architecture and cultural  pol icy,  as wel l  as art ists and students to
discuss the issues raised in the Arts Space of the Future project ,
including issues of sustainabi l i ty,  f lexibi l i ty and part ic ipat ion.  

RIBA London gets in Dark Waters 
for LFA2008

Arts Space of the Future moves on

Thames. 
Photograph: Wordsalad



RIBA London has set up a new social networking group to get architects out of the office and into the driving seat, or pub, or park, or .  .  .
'The Social ' ,  a series of events sponsored by Judd Farr is Recruitment,  has been designed as a platform for architects and students to
meet informal ly and “chew the cud”.  Events - ranging from drawing classes and talks to pub golf and go-kart ing - wi l l  hopeful ly 
encourage architects from practices large and smal l  to meet,  exchange experiences and even job opportunit ies in a relaxed 
environment.  The organisers of The Social  include Graham Boyce of Fletcher Pr iest Architects,  architects and radio broadcasters
Amenity Space,  Leo Gee of Judd Farr is recruitmentand RIBA London's Antonia Faust .  To register interest for these events 
emai l  thesocial@ inst .r iba.org

AndersElite -  a valued Major RIBA London Partner
“Since Apri l  last year staff from AndersEl i te have been working alongside RIBA London volunteering at industry events,  gett ing involved
in CPD programmes and support ing the region's efforts in connecting with the wider architectural  community,”  writes Kate Waymouth,
AndersEl ite. “We are pleased to say that this has been a beneficial  partnership. It  has provided AndersEl i te with a more in-depth 
understanding of the issues affect ing architects in London whi le giving us with an insight into the RIBA awards programme. Having
worked with RIBA London over the last 12 months, AndersElite is pleased to support the region's efforts and wishes to acknowledge their
commitment to the industry.”

RIBA London welcome Ibstock as their  new Partner
Ibstock, the UK's largest br ick manufacturer,  has become a new partner of RIBA London. Ibstock provides the UK's largest range of clay
facing bricks,  with over 370 products including eco-products and innovative ranges such as the prefabricated Modular Bay Window, and
Linear and Umbra - the latest inspirat ional ideas in br ickwork design. Ibstock invests heavi ly in a sustainable future through its products,
i ts manufacturing and the communit ies it  operates in .  Ibstock is committed to support ing the future of architecture and sponsors a
number of act ivit ies including the RIBA Student’s Newsletter and the Architecture and Design Awards in f ive of the RIBA regions.
Ibstock is looking forward to partnering with RIBA London and to a successful relat ionship.

RIBA London is supported by: Major Partners

And RIBA London Partners: ARRK - Rapid Architectural  Model l ing,  The Bui lding Centre,  Ibstock Brick Limited, Mercedes-Benz UK, 
Si lver Fleet and Sir John Soane's Museum.

The Social

Partners
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