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Regional Network CPD Club: A partnership initiative between RIBA West Midlands, RIBA 
North West, RIBA East Midlands, RIBA North, RIBA Yorkshire 

 

Conservation Techniques  
Thursday 29 January 2009 
 
The philosophy of building conservation together with a look at detailed 
examples of the repair of timber and stone. 
 
Repair? Restore? Conserve? What do these emotively used words mean? What is ‘The 
Philosophy of Conservation?’ What is the reality of applying the philosophy to stone 
and timber in buildings? 
The speaker will discuss these questions, differentiate between the solutions and talk 
through the thought and decision-making processes that can lead to the adoption of 
radically different approaches often in similar circumstances. 
This seminar will focus on some of the main issues surrounding the conservation of 
stonework and timber and will be well illustrated with a wide cross section of 
examples on great, grand and ecclesiastical buildings as well as some that are humble, 
secular or vernacular. 
Reference will be made to costs, programme and pragmatism within the ethics of 
conservation and explain all the weaponry in the conservator’s arsenal, discuss their 
pros and cons, and demonstrate their appropriate or inappropriate use. 
 
The seminar gives you three hours of general awareness and detailed knowledge CPD under the 
‘Construction Skills – Specification and Materials’ section of the RIBA Core 
Curriculum.  
 
Speaker: Ian Constantinides. 
Ian is a freelance Historic Building Consultant advising on all aspects of repair and 
conservation. He is the founder of the nationally renowned conservation company St 
Blaise for whom he now acts as non-executive director. Ian has an international 
reputation and writes buildable specifications and Bills of Quantities for specialised 
aspects of projects. 
 
 
Venue:  Fazeley Studios, 191 Fazeley Street, Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 5SE 
 
Date:  Thursday 29 January 2009 - 14.00-17.00 (registration 13.30) 
 
Fees:  RIBA Club Members  Free 
  RIBA Club Members Guests £47.15 (£41.00 + VAT) 
  RIBA M embers   £64.98 (£56.50 + VAT) 
  Student Members  £28.75 (£25.00 + VAT) 
  Others    £88.55 (£77.00 + VAT) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Please reserve.…….…..places for Conservation Techniques -  29 January 2009 
 
Name:……………………………Practice…………….…………………………………. 

Club Ticket No…………………..Issued by…………………………………Region 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Tel:………………………………..Fax…………………………………………………….. 

Send booking form to RIBA CPD, RIBA West Midlands, BMI, Margaret Street, 
Birmingham, B3 3SP or fax to 0121 233 4946. Tel: 0121 233 2321.  Please note that the last 
date for registration is five days before the event.  Refunds for cancellation cannot be made 
after that date although a substitute delegate can be nominated.  The RIBA reserves the 
right to substitute speakers or cancel events should exceptional circumstances arise. 

 


