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The idea that the making of good places and buildings – at all scales– is a co-operative
enterprise is fundamental to our academic culture and our portfolio of courses.
Architectural education at UWE Bristol is conceived as an integral part of an interdisciplinary approach to professional scholarship. We are conscious that the
established professions and disciplines are constantly evolving and that our role as
educators is to enable future practitioners to develop the understanding and
empathy that facilitates working creatively across traditional boundaries as well as to
impart the essential knowledge and high-level skills that are particular to each
discipline.
We understand that the profession of architecture sits within an expanded field of
scholarship in environmental design. These expanded opportunities for education
and professional work range in scale from urban place making, through the
technology and poetics of building design, to the intimate consideration of the
objects and experiences that contribute to interior spaces. We understand these
scales of thinking to be interlinked, and that each scale carries with it particular
methods and skills that are not always within the general purview of the professional
architect. For these reasons architecture at the UWE School is presented as a suite of
undergraduate specialisms that share a core of rigorous Studio-based teaching but
also ask students to relate this core-skill in architectural design to an inter-disciplinary
specialism in planning, environmental engineering, building technology, surveying,
spatial intervention or product design. It is important therefore to see the courses
complying with accreditation criteria for the architectural profession – BA Hons.
Architecture & Planning, B.Eng Hons. Architecture & Environmental Engineering and
BSc Architecture – within this wider context. As part of a broader suite of
programmes that explore the inter-disciplinary nature of architecture from a wide
range of precise and particular viewpoints.
This expanded field of specialisms offers academics and students a rich texture of
debate on the nature and identity of contemporary architectural practice. Postgraduate programmes extends this line of enquiry both by exploring specialisms at a
higher level of scholarship and in a critical engagement with the identity of the
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architect and the nature of architectural agency in contemporary society. To these
ends the Masters of Architecture includes an engagement with Live Projects
(continued across the school) and a suite of final year specialisms in critical urbanism,
sustainable design, creative re-use and spatial intervention. Our Professional Practice
and Management in Architecture continues to offer an inter-disciplinary approach to
professional scholarship; the course is designed and structured to lay the foundation
for 'life-long learning' in the architectural profession and its associated built
environment co-professions.
The school continually works with its students to ensure they fully understand their
professional choices in the context of the school’s inter-disciplinary specialisms.
Through a developing series of briefs throughout the years, the studio becomes the
place where the ethos of the school is shared with, and valued by, the students. They
are expected to bring together all the skills they have learned on their chosen courses
to attain sophisticated specialist proposals that would not have been possible
without embracing the school’s holistic approach to design. This approach empowers
students to become critically reflective and to develop an understanding of quality
with regards their chosen specialisms. It allows them to question their existing values
and beliefs in relation to architecture, and explore alternatives within the transdisciplinary nature of architecture.
The school continues to ensure it remains critical of itself, enabling us to evolve and
progress. We are committed to continue working to maintain and improve a rich and
varied offer that responds to the needs of the profession.

4

5







6

