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TOPIC
C l ima te  change  and  resu l t i ng  wea the r  cond i t i ons  pose  t he  b igges t  t h rea t  t o  ou r 
t owns  and  c i t i e s  i n  t he  f u tu re. F loods, d rough t s, me l t i ng  g l ac i e r s  and  r i s i ng  t em-
pe ra tu res  p resage  dange r  to  many  o f  ou r  u rban  se t t l emen t s. 

Can  r i ve r s, l akes  and  g l ac i e r s  be  augmen ted  on  a  l a rge r  sca l e  to  enab le  ou r 
c i t i e s  to  con t i nue  bene f i t i ng  f rom f reshwa te r  and  ene rgy  supp l i e s, as  we l l  a s  be 
f r ee  f rom f l oods  and  d rough t s?  Ou r  c i t i e s  w i l l  r equ i r e  a  new l eve l  o f  hyd ro log i -
ca l  and  ene rgy  res i l i ence  i n  t he  f u tu re.

A r t i f i c i a l  r i ve r s, l akes  and  rese r vo i r s, as  we l l  a s  i ce  i n  g l ac i e r s, he lp  to  bu f f e r 
seve re  wea the r  and  a re  used  today  to  p rov ide  a  more  res i l i en t  l andscape  fo r  us 
to  l i ve  and  work  i n , bu t  cou ld  t hese  t echn iques  be  used  d i f f e ren t l y  o r  i n  o th -
e r  l oca t i ons?  H i s to r i ca l l y, a l t e r i ng  t he  l andscape  w i t h  l a rge  bod ies  o f  wa te r  has 
d i sp l aced  soc ie t i e s, bu t  can  t hese  changes  been  seen  as  new oppo r tun i t i e s  fo r 
hab i t a t i on?  Wha t  cou ld  t h i s  l ook  l i ke  i n  2060?

OBJECTIVE
Oppor tun i t i e s  resu l t i ng  f rom c l ima te  change  a re  o f t en  ove r l ooked  as  t hese 
changes  a re  seen  as  p rob lema t i c. Howeve r, i t  i s  my  i n ten t i on  to  exp lo re  how se-
ve re  wea the r  cond i t i ons  can  be  t aken  advan tage  o f  t o  p rov ide  new oppo r tun i t i e s 
fo r  i nhab i t i ng  t hese  resou rce fu l  l andscapes  i n  t he  f u tu re, t hus  he lp i ng  ou r  l a rge r 
c i t i e s  to  p rospe r. 
The  va r i ous  l oca t i ons  on  t he  t r i p  w i l l  p rov ide  ma te r i a l  f r om wh ich  to  eva l ua te 
some o f  t he  mos t  ac t i ve, a l t e r na t i ve  and  a t  r i s k  me thods  o f  l i v i ng  w i t h  wa te r 
and  ene rgy  as  resou rces. I t  i s  my  i n ten t i on  fo r  t h i s  r esea rch  to  con t r i bu te  to 
ex i s t i ng  env i ronmen ta l  and  a rch i t ec tu ra l  r esea rch , g i ven  t he  recen t  impac t  o f 
f l ood ing  i n  t he  UK.

LOCATION
KAMER IK  POLDER – LADAKH -  SÃO PAULO – LOS ANGELES –  NYC 
  
The  p roposed  t r i p  w i l l  t ake  t he  fo l l ow ing  rou te :
1 . Kamer i k  Po lde r, Ne the r l ands  -  Du tch  so lu t i on  to  f l oods  da t i ng  back  m i l l enn i a : 
l i ve  w i t h  wa te r, don ’ t  f i gh t  i t .

2 . Ladakh , I nd i a  -  w i l l  e xp lo re  t he  l ow- tech  me thods  o f  ‘ g l ac i e r  g ra f t i ng ’  i n  t he 
H ima layan  commun i t i e s  and  su r round ing  l andscapes  wh ich  u t i l i s e  s imp le  t ech-
n iques  to  seasona l l y  p rese r ve  wa te r  f o r  ag r i cu l t u ra l  pu rposes.

3 . São  Pau lo, B raz i l  -  wa te r- r i ches t  coun t r y  i n  t he  wo r l d , i t  has  focused  on  hy-
d ro log i ca l  i n f r as t r uc tu res  fo r  t he  pas t  70  yea r s. I  w i l l  e xp lo re  oppo r tun i t i e s  i n 
i n f r as t r uc tu re  and  hab i t a t i on  a l r eady  i n  p l ace. 

4 . Los  Ange les, USA –  to  eva l ua te  i n f r as t r uc tu ra l  wa te r  supp l y  on  t he  mos t 
p ressu red  c i t y  f o r  wa te r

5 . NYC, USA –  f l ood  p l ann ing  i n  NYC fo r  seve re  wea the r  even t s  on  t he  l a rges t 
sca l e.

METHODOLOGY
PHOTOGRAPH IC  ARCH IVE , SKETCHBOOK, MODELS 

I  w i l l  c rea te  a  pho tog raph i c  a rch i ve  documen t i ng  towns  and  c i t i e s  i n  r e l a t i on  to 
exc i t i ng  a l t e r na t i ve  t echn iques  fo r  wa te r  s to rage, ene rgy  and  wa te r  bu f f e r s, and 
downs t ream f l ood  m i t i ga t i on  a round  the  wo r l d . I  w i l l  s yn thes i se  t ex t  and  pho to-
g raphs  i n to  a  ske tchbook  exp lo r i ng  new cons t ruc t i ons  o f  a rch i t ec tu re  and  sys -
tems  f rom the  ga the red  resea rch . I  i n t end  to  con t i nue  resea rch  and  w i l l  make 
an  a rch i t ec tu ra l  mode l  f o r  each  o f  t he  f i ve  s i t e s.

Image : SUPER-R IVERS : R ive r, Lake, Moun ta i n : Th ree  m ic rocosm ic  wa te r  co lumns, 
exp lo r i ng  hab i t a t i on  oppo r tun i t i e s  i n  a  new hyd ro /ene rgy  l andscape  i n  t he  Sw i ss 
A lps, 2060. 


